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September 2022 

Dear AMUA members 

I love the season of Spring with its promise of warmer weather, flowers bursting forth and the song 

of the nectar birds that have begun to frequent the callistemon trees in the walkway by my home.  

MU work overseas and in the north of our country, is transforming communities and I am pleased to 

be able to bring you a few updates.  

Overseas Target Fund 

Firstly, an update on the PNG Parenting Program from Jeanette Lawrence our Mary Sumner House 

Regional Development Coordinator for Zone C. 

“In regard to the Parenting Programme in PNG this is where we are at: 

PNG have expressed a desire to run Literacy Circles.  Within these they will focus on 

Parenting.  (This is very similar to how South Sudan works using Literacy Circles to 

discuss GBV.) 

Some of the Provincial staff already have parenting training from UNICEF. Currently I 

am working with the Province of PNG to design this programme, work alongside them 

to ensure everything is in place and work for getting external funding to top up what 

MU Australia have generously provided. That funding will go towards scaling the 

programme up through the dioceses.  Dorothy Siep, who is key in running this in PNG 

is currently doing sensitisation work with the Dioceses and doing the background work 

to enable the programme to start smoothly.  We are aiming for this all to start in the 

new year of 2023.  As you can imagine with the COVID 19 pandemic we are way behind 

where we would like to be at this point.  They have also recently experienced storms 

which has hampered contact. 

PNG is also involved in the reinvigorating of the Worldwide Parenting Programme, 

which is named Flourishing Families, and we hope together that they will pilot some of 

the new ways of working that we are developing with our Global MU Worldwide 

Parenting Steering Group.” 

 

2022 Target Project – Church and community disaster resilience in Tonga and Fiji 

Thank you for your generous support of this project to date. Information updating us on the 

activities being undertaken through this project will be available later in the year when the project 

reaches an evaluation point.   

MU Global Day 26 November 

While many of you are preparing for participating in the United Nations 16 Days of Activism Against 

Gender-based Violence, this is just a reminder about the MU Global Day on Saturday 26 November. 

Purple scarves from last year and the 1:3 signs can be used again as a visible witness. This day at 3 

minutes past 1pm is an opportunity to join with other members worldwide in a concurrent wave of 

action taken by MU.  

Resources for Global Day can be found at:  

Global Day 2022 | Mothers' Union (mothersunion.org) 



 

2 

The Anglican Communion shares this resource about God’s justice that may be useful to use as 

preparation or during the 16 Days of Activism. 

 Gender-Justice_Gods-Justice-Theology-and-Gender_Resource_A4_WEB_2207.pdf 

(anglicancommunion.org) 

 

Wave of prayer 

I acknowledge that establishing direct contact with overseas links can be difficult especially in 

situations where we do not speak their language. Keep in mind that English is a difficult language to 

learn to speak and more difficult to read and comprehend. Yet, using the MU Prayer Diary enables 

us to bond together in continual prayer across the time zones around the world. 

I encourage you to continue praying for your link (Wave of Prayer) dioceses on the spare day in the 

MU Diary, as your purposeful prayer is an important support for our MU members worldwide.  

 

Northern Outreach 

The grants from the Northern Outreach your collected in 2021 were allocated to the dioceses in May 

this year. In the Diocese of Northern Territory AMUA has been able to support Garaworra 

Transitional Housing Activities for Families in Berrimah and provided a travel allowance for families 

going to the Katherine Christian Convention on the long weekend in May as well as AMUA’s for 

ongoing funding of Safe Ministry training.   

In the Diocese of North Queensland, as well as the usual travel expenses for Cape York and the 

Torres Strait, the grant money was used to fund workshops on Thursday Island, Murray Island and at 

Yarrabah. These workshops focused on Transformation Now using The Big Idea game from the 

Mothers Union website 9 https://www.mothersunion.org/2022-theme)  – a resource for thinking 

about what resources you have and using these to transform churches and communities. 

The grant for the Diocese of North West Australia was held over because funds were requested to 

assist the incoming bishop’s wife to travel in the diocese (a new bishop had not been appointed at 

the time when the grants were discussed).  This money will be released when Bishop Parker and 

Elizabeth have been installed.  It will be a real blessing to have Elizabeth on the spot in NW Australia 

to inform AMUA’s future support for that diocese.  

 

May God continue to bless you in all that you do in his name.  

Kind regards  

Robin 

Email: robin.a.ray@gmail.com 

 


