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Another year where it has been challenging in many ways, but 
we have managed to stay in touch with MU members both locally and world-wide. During 
lockdowns, the MU office and shop have been closed so Helen has been working from 
home, but she is now able to operate again from the office. Executive and Council meetings 
have been via zoom, except for a couple of meetings where we were able to go into the 
Barbara Darling Room at the Cathedral. 
 
We attended the Lady Day Choral Eucharist on Sunday 27th March at 4pm. The Dean 
presided and Bp Genieve was the preacher. It was good to be there and those who attended 
or who watched online really appreciated the joy of being invited to participate. Jeannette 
Jasper was presented with her 50 year membership certificate and badge [even though it 
was actually 52 years – she had waited that long due to the pandemic!] Regional Lady Day 
services were also held at St Paul’s Geelong and St Paul’s Ringwood.  
 
I was invited to attend the Festival Choral Evensong to mark the Platinum Anniversary of the 
Accession of Her Majesty the Queen – the Queen being a Patron of Mothers’ Union.  
I was also invited to attend the service commemorating the life of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II at a Solemn Service of Choral Evensong on 11th September.  
 
Members attended the ‘Holding the Light’ service at St Peter’s Eastern Hill and provided the 
afternoon tea. U has been part of the planning committee for this annual service for many 
years and look forward to this years’ service on the first Sunday of Advent. 
 
 Zone C zoom meetings with the staff at Mary Sumner House in London have continued. 
[Zone C includes Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia, Australia, Melanesia, and Papua 
New Guinea.]  This helps to give us a wider view of what is happening within M U in UK and 
our region. It has been great to be able to speak directly to these members, to share our 
experiences during lockdown and how we are looking forward to resuming living in 
community again [as well as the reluctance of some members to participate in both 
corporate worship in our churches and share at our regular meetings] and to let them know 
what we have been doing.  This could continue into the future. 
 
Branch members have been imaginative in how they have managed to maintain contact. 
Some meet in parks and cafes – others have zoom meetings. Members have continued to 
knit and crochet beanies and cot blankets for stillborn and premmie babies as well as the 
beanies and scarves for the Mission to Seaman. 
 
Sadly, there have been several branch closures during this pandemic. Some have been able 
to take up the invitation to join nearby branches. 
 



Christmas card distribution to Dame Phyllis Frost and Tarrengower went ahead, and we are 
all thankful for that.  As there were around 350 women within the prisons over Christmas, 
we had sufficient cards for each lady to receive 5 last year.     
 
For over twenty-five years, Mothers’ Union in the Melbourne Diocese has been supporting 

the Karen Nursery Schools in Myanmar. We have sent THB 71,703.00 [equivalent of AUD 

$3,100] for the 2021-22 academic year. [The estimated level of support for two teachers in 

2021-22 is 62,400 Thai baht, currently equivalent to about AUD 2,550.] We are awaiting 

receipt of their annual narrative report, and the details of their budget proposal for their 

2022-23 financial year (May 2022 to April 2023) 

The end of this year will see quite a change in the leadership of MU in the Diocese as a 

number of the current members have completed their 6 year term of office. Thankfully, it 

has been a strong team over that period and we have managed to continue our ministry, 

despite the long period of lockdowns and isolation. Please pray for the members who heed 

the call and take on this wonderful ministry. 

Our world-wide theme is Transformation, NOW! As our Australian President, Rev Anne 
Kennedy, wrote recently  
 
“We can belong to any group - pay your fees and you’re in. But MU’s vision, aims and 
objectives call for more than a friendship group – as members we have promised to work 
towards those goals.  …We must pass on the torch to younger people, who will carry that 
torch for us – to connect with those we pray for, those we work for and those whose lives 
can be changed through knowing Jesus Christ through the work of MU members around the 
world.” 
 
Elaine Longford    AMUA President, Diocese of Melbourne 

 


