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Dear Members

Mia Mia is 100 years old! What 
a wonderful achievement. We 
give thanks for all those who 
have worked through the years 
to produce this magazine, the 
editors, the contributors and 
members.

What a wonderful anniversary 
conference. Anne Kennedy asks 
‘Were you inspired?’ I’m sure 
our answer can only be ‘Yes! Yes! 
Yes!’ It won’t be forgotten for a 
long long time.  There are some 
articles in this issue which I 
hope bring you some of the joy 
and enthusiasm.

My husband and I extended 
our time in Tasmania and were 
totally captivated by the beauty 
and the history of this state. We 
visited some of the ‘must see’ 
places including Port Arthur 
and the Edge of the World, 
Stanley, Strahan and Hobart, 
the mountains and the forests.

A visit to Tasmania would not 
have been complete without a 
visit to Cullenswood. We were 
very fortunate to be invited to 
go in and take a look around. 
Unforgettable.

As we approach the end of 
2017, I wish you and your 
families a wonderful, holy and 
inspiring Christmas, and many 
blessings in the year to come.

Susan Skowronski

Editor
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Vision: 
Our vision is of a world where God’s love is 
shown through loving, respectful, and flourishing 
relationships.

Aim & Purpose:

To demonstrate the Christian faith in action by the 
transformation of communities worldwide through 
the nurture of family in its many forms.

Objectives:
1. To promote and support married life
2. To encourage parents in their role to develop the 

faith of their children
3. To maintain a worldwide fellowship of Christians 

united in prayer, worship and service
4. To promote conditions in society favourable to stable 

family life and the protection of children
5. To help those whose family life has met with adversity
from MU Australia Handbook Dec 2009

Cover:  A design by Carmel Rowley to celebrate 
100 years of Mia Mia magazine 1917-2017

from Lynne Temby – 
17/9/17

Dear Anne and members of AMUA,

This comes with my love and grateful thanks 
for all the love and care you have showered me 
with these past few days!

Your steadfast love has upheld and supported 
me, the wonderful fellowship we have enjoyed 
and the laughter, too, have made my time with 
you very special indeed.

Thank you for the joy and privilege of sharing 
AMUA – 125th celebrations.  I pray that the 
Lord will use each one of you in many amazing 
ways.

And until we meet again – “May the Lord hold 
you in the hollow of his hand”

God’s richest blessings and my love - 

Lynne   xx

Mothers’ Union Worldwide President

Thank you so much for my beautiful necklace 
and earrings.  I shall remember this time with 
you each time I wear them.

Bless you all, Lynne xx

Remain in me, as I also remain in you

No branch can bear fruit by itself;

It must remain in the vine.

Neither can you bear fruit unless you 
remain in me.

Vine & Branches  John 15:4 NIV
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Rev’d Anne Kennedy

Lynne Tembey (MU Worldwide President), Jan Malpas, 
Elizabeth Appleby, Deane Bray and Rev’d Libbie Crossman 
(past Provincial Presidents), Christine Brain and Rev’d Kate 
Beer (O&NO Convenor and the Ministry Development 
Office for The Diocese of the Northern Territory and 
new MU member!), two delightful members with direct 
connections to the Cullenswood Branch of MU, uplifting 
worship, Bishop Chris Jones, visitors from New Zealand and 
UK, spouses, friends and daughters, a fantastic venue - and 
lovely weather - what more could we have asked for? 

I hope every member of AMUA gets a chance also to be 
inspired about the Worldwide Mothers’ Union from some of 

the 200 people there - only one Diocese couldn’t make it, so it was a 
wonderful time of relationship-building conversations. 

Thank you to Marilyn Robey for her work in coordinating 
attendees and liaising with the Tramshed Centre staff, to Jenny Archer 
and the local team, and to everyone who made the weekend such a 
memorable one. 

We praise God for the faith, hope and love that has inspired 
members of Mothers’ Union over our 125 years in Australia, and 
look ahead to a future of new possibilities, new adventures, and new 
visions for Anglican Mothers Union Australia, as we continue In 
Mary Sumner’s footsteps - our theme for 2018!

Were you inspired?
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We need to be realistic, we need to remain relevant As a Worldwide 
Mothers’ Union and we need to update. The last time the Mothers’ 
Union Constitution was fully updated was in1995 and the constitution 
has had minor amendments since then. The world has moved on and 
the Mother’s Union family has grown

‘For I know the plans I have for you’ declares the Lord. Jeremiah 29:11         
For you have been called for such a time as this.  Esther 4:14

Recurring questions
•	 What is the essence of Mothers’ Union?
•	 What does it really mean to be a member?
•	 How do we really engage at grassroots level, and 

across the worldwide family?
•	 What are our big collective priorities?
•	 How can we capture, share and celebrate activities 

and achievements?
•	 How can we resource and organise ourselves to 

deliver the collective ambition?
The Worldwide MU family has grown enormously 
in the last decade ~ we need new ways to meet 

and to move the work of the organisation on ~ 
it demands a truly international approach and 
to include representation from all our members.  
Regional meetings could enable the development 
of the local MU in an exciting way where they 
produce a vision for the future of MU each working 
with a broadly agreed framework but identifying 
what is important/unique for MU in each region.  
To achieve this it will be essential that a sharing 
approach be used. We need to commit to starting 
Global Conversations ~ through the Provinces with 
the membership, and to ground future strategy at 
Diocesan, Provincial and Global level in grassroots 
membership and community needs

 TOWARDS
2020

& BEyOND

Notes from a presentation by 

World Wide President Mrs Lynne Tembey 
at 125th Anniversary Conference of AMUA Launceston September 2017
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Overall objectives of the process:
•	 Space to listen to God & identify his purpose for 

Mothers’ Union into the future
•	 Develop a truly global strategic plan for Mothers’ 

Union to 2020 & beyond
•	 To be able to affirm clearly the priorities for action 

and advocacy for 2019-21
•	 Agree organisational development & resources 

needed to deliver priorities
•	 Foster ownership of the organisation by all, 

including global contributions 
•	 Strengthen mutual understanding & relationships 

across the family of Mothers’ Union worldwide
•	 Develop ways of communicating more effectively 

& collaborating on common issues across the 
movement

•	 Agree on common strands of focus for measuring 
impact.

 
The Process is called MULOA 

- Mothers Union Listens, 
Observes and Acts

Principles of the process
•	 Listening to, respecting and learning from every 

voice, especially those on the fringes or left-out 
(such as the youth, vulnerable and ignored) 

•	 Immersed in God’s word and Spirit, combined 
with analysis of internal and external learning.

•	 Discovering the best of what we share, whilst 
celebrating and learning from differences between 
contexts and opinions.

•	 Surfacing and challenging our own emotions and 
mind-sets as part of critical thinking and learning. 

•	 Developing our sense of belonging and 
contribution to our Mothers’ Union. 

•	 Representing and documenting clearly, honestly 
and without bias what people say. 

What will be the outcome?
•	 Out of this process we hope a clear framework 

and direction for Mothers’ Union globally beyond 
2020 will emerge that reflects the realities of local 
communities and facilitates mutual and external 
accountability. 

•	 Mothers’ Union at all levels will be better 
equipped to listen to the voices of people we 
serve and have insights into how to work more 
effectively together to bring lasting and holistic 
change.

•	 It is also hoped that, individually and together, 
members across the world will be inspired and (re)
energised in their relationships with God and each 
other enabling them to more effectively make a 
difference in their church and community.

•	 Ultimately we hope we will be able to identify 
key local and global priorities for our policy work, 
our initiatives, and our faith work, and commit 
to sharing information on the impact of these 
across the movement. 

•	 Acknowledging that one of Mothers’ Union’s 
key strengths lays in how we are able to respond 
at the grassroots level to local needs, this process 
does not seek to undermine this or to make 
all Mothers’ Union groups everywhere work 
on the same things in the same way. Instead it 
will help us identify and agree on key areas of 
focus that we can demonstrate our impact on 
and therefore speak with confidence on to our 
supporters, donors, governments as well our 
existing members.

So, at the end of this process, we will have 
facilitated: 
•	 Locally owned listening and analysis processes 

and plans that build relationships (with God, 
each other and in the church and community) 
and identify priorities (at community, diocese 
and national level) – providing the opportunity 
for our own local action. 

•	 Regional frameworks showing Mothers’ Union’s 
unique contribution to change.

•	 A global framework showing Mothers’ Union’s 
unique contribution to change.

These will enable Worldwide Mothers’ Union to 
develop a strategy that shows how we will support 
and facilitate the work globally and what that means 
for our own organisational change. This will be based 
on learning from locally identified priorities that help 
define how we operate, e.g. in relationships, advocacy, 
finance and communications and will articulate 
stepping stones to achieving them.
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For such a time as this...
Esther 4.14

God has a plan for our lives. He has uniquely prepared each of us to accomplish something special 
for His Kingdom. The world is changed and lives are saved when individual men and women realise 
they have been called for such a time as this and, through faith, they take action.

Be encouraged with the fact that one person can make a difference. Because of Esther’s sacrifice 
and her faith, God did use her to save a nation. That was her mission. You and I are in a different 
time and place. God’s will is not always easy, but it is always worth any sacrifice we need to make. 
God has a great call and purpose for your life, as He did for Esther’s. Your assignment may not be the 
deliverance of a nation, but whatever God has called you to be, is extremely significant.

We think of Mary, her willingness to accept her mission, to bear a son who would be our Saviour. 
That mission does not fall to us. That is not something for a time such as this. And yet Mary’s example 
is relevant to us today, in highlighting the joy of serving our Lord.

Mary Sumner lived in a time vastly different from our time. She accepted the need to promote and 
support marriage and family life in her society, firstly in the community in which she lived in 1876 
and then outwards to the wider world. That was her mission in her time. 

In 1892, Mrs L’Oste, wife of the Rector of Christ Church, Cullenswood, Tasmania met with a 
small group of ladies on the verandah of the rectory to form the first branch of the Mothers’ Union 
in Australia. Society at that time would have had many challenges which are still with us today and 
some of their concerns would be very familiar to us. Those ladies were there in their time ready to 
accept the mission to provide support for families.

God has unique strategies to help you to fulfil your mission. He has ways that maybe you haven’t 
seen before or other people haven’t thought of. There are many reasons why we might feel inadequate, 
unworthy, or incapable of making a difference. We might like to be somewhere else, doing something 
different. But we are called upon to be ready to act, to promote Mothers Union and to make a 
defference in our society.

Each member, no matter your nationality, race, social status, or individual talents, whether you are 
married, single, or widowed, whether you were born into the Church or are a new convert, you are 
an integral part of a worldwide Mothers Union with a role to play in seeking to achieve our vision of 
a world where God’s love is shown through loving, respectful, and flourishing relationships. You are 
not called to save a nation or instigate a global movement dedicated to supporting families.

God has called you for such a time as this. It is no accident that you are where you are, doing what 
you’re doing. In special ways, the Lord has uniquely prepared you to accomplish certain tasks for His 
Kingdom. Do not doubt or be discouraged. One common thread in the lives of all who have been 
called  to serve God in their own time has been their faith and their belief in the power of prayer. 
Trust God. He has called you for such a time as this, to be here now in this place and under these 
circumstances. Be faithful to Him, and He will bless you!

Page 7
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Recently I received a text from a friend. She was very excited to share a 
photograph of the birthday cake she had made, and the picture in the 
recipe book on which her cake was based. The reason for her excitement? 
Her cake looked EXACTLY THE SAME as the one in the recipe book! 
Not only was she inspired to bake the cake for her friend, I was also 
inspired by her success to have a go at baking one myself! But have you 
ever noticed how often the model on which we base our cake, (or our 
home decor or our looks or even our life) is just so -perfect! And our 
attempt to copy it is just so-not! 

--- MORE THAN A MODEL
Christine Brain

Sometimes, rather than being inspired by 
others, I find myself actually being discouraged 
and disappointed. I find this to be particularly true 
when it comes to living my life in a manner which 
honours God. I look at giants of the faith and think, 
‘I want to be like that! I want to attempt great things 
for God.’ However, the truth is that I am weak and 
flawed, lacking perseverance and easily distracted by 
my own selfish desires. Like the Apostle Paul, I find 
myself crying ‘I have the desire to do what is good, 
but I cannot carry it out.’1

Even having Jesus, who exactly fulfils God’s 
purpose for humanity, as my perfect model, can be 
discouraging, to say the least. Over and over again I 
have vowed to do better … to curb my tongue, not to 
grumble, to eat less and pray more ... the list goes on. 
And time and time again I have given up in despair. I 
just can’t keep it up. And like the cockroaches which 
ran across the kitchen floor of our 100 year old flat in 
inner suburban Sydney, every time I manage to knock 
one bad habit on the head, there are a dozen others 
running wild, leaving me wrung out and helpless to 
make any real headway. 

Thankfully, unlike other inspiring people, Jesus is 
more than a model to aspire to. He is also the master 
craftsman who breathes new life into us and then 
shapes us so that we become the people God intends 
us to be. As Michelangelo saw the block of marble 
and chipped away the bits that weren’t ‘David’, God 

1  Romans 7:18

takes us as we are and chips off the bits which aren’t 
like Jesus. It’s his work to make us the people he wants 
us to be, and he does it by the working of his Spirit in 
us. As Paul also says, ‘Thanks be to God-through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! … there is now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ 
Jesus the law of the Spirit of life has set me free from 
the law of sin and death.’2 

When we stop trying to please God by our own 
efforts and recognise our need to submit to his 
authority and put our lives in his hands we find 
that God’s Spirit comes to live in us, to guide, direct 
and encourage us. 3 This is what I find so absolutely 
marvellous about the Christian life. We are not simply 
admonished to pull up our socks and do better. 

Nor are we chastised or shunned by God when 
we get it wrong. No, Jesus says, ‘Come to me, all you 
who are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.’4

I can look at Jesus as my model and be inspired 
to live a life which considers others, is generous, kind 
and forgiving. But he offers me more than that. He 
actually invites me to come to him, to find peace and 
rest from striving merely to emulate him, and instead 
to allow him to change me from the inside out. Now 
that’s inspiring! 
2  Romans 7:25;8:1-2
3  Romans 8:11;
4  Matthew 11:29-30
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Most people in our communities have heard something of the Christmas story, but what message do 
they receive?  Over recent years the true meaning of Christmas has being steadily bleached from public 

life by factors such as the loss of Christmas carols from stores, Christmas sales and the pressure to buy more 
expensive gifts and the rush and bustle of getting ready for family gatherings  to name a few. As you read this 
article, I encourage you to stop for a while and take time out to consider our Christian response to Christ’s 
coming as a baby in Bethlehem. How can some of the less well known aspects of this story inspire our journey 
with Christ and our responsibilities in relation to our AMUA objectives? 

Focusing on Objective 5 To help those whose family 
life has met with adversity, we can be inspired by a 
number of characters in the Christmas story. 

First let us consider the wise men, learned people 
who came from several nations. They used their God 
given skills to interpret the stars and predict the arrival 
of a king. We can be inspired by their devotion to 
finding out where Jesus the baby King could be found. 
Then inspired by their willingness to listen to God and 
to go home another way, thus protecting Jesus from 
Herod. They could have gained favour and social advantage if they had returned to Herod, but chose instead 
to risk Herod’s wrath and possible retribution. 

Considering the usual cultural practices of the time and the risks involved, Joseph’s devotion to care of 
Mary and Jesus is also inspirational.  He listened to the angel and secretly whisked them away to Egypt to 
avoid the Herod’s fear driven order to kill all boys under two years of age. 

Importantly for us here in Australia where we have laws about asylum seekers that contravene the UN 
Declaration of Human Rights, we need to take our inspiration from the people of Egypt. The Egyptians were 
willing to take Mary and Joseph, asylum seekers, into their country and enable them to live successfully as 
refugees until it was safe for them to return to their own land.  

May you be inspired to tell the whole Christmas story this year, not just the nice parts, but the difficult 
passages as well. May you be encouraged to take the risk to discuss our response to asylum seekers and 
refugees, as well as other families whose lives are impacted by adversity. Keep Objective 5 in mind and be 
open to accept God’s direction afresh in your lives. May God inspire you and your family as you celebrate 
this Christmas season.

Let the Christmas 
story inspire us anew

by Robin Ray
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OUT OF 
AFRICA 

& 
ONTO 

CHRISTMAS

A JOURNEY 
OF 

INSPIRATION
Lesley McLean

Dear Members, 

We travel together through Advent in eager longing for …? 
What comes to your mind when you hear the words the angels sang Glory to God in the Highest and Peace 

to God’s people on earth?
To answer these questions we need inspiration, which is literally, the drawing in of the breath, the Holy 

Spirit. It is having the eyes to see and the ears to hear. It is keeping Jesus, the Prince of Peace, as our friend 
and guide of our daily lives.

Oh dear, how often is this inspiration lost in a whirl of puddings and presents. Let us thank God for the 
Church’s Wisdom of the yearly remembrance of Christ’s birth and the chance to refocus our attention on the 
real purpose of our life’s journey, to be alert and mindful of God’s work in the world so that we may grow in 
love and understanding of the Godhead and his creation.

I have just come ‘out of Africa’ and thank God for the experience of being in the midst of the work of 
the Prince of Peace. It shone in all its glory on the last day of our pilgrimage at the Sunday Eucharist at St 
George’s Cathedral, Cape Town. Freely those of ‘every language and nation’ worshipped together: the Scriptures 

Children of Neverland Creche

Below:The community garden Below: Buying staples at Sweetwater
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and liturgy were shared by the eleven (!) official 
languages of South Africa; the worshippers spoke 
the Lord’s Prayer in their native tongue; the breath 
of the Spirit hovered over us and in us. Freely we 
met and freely shared the Peace of the Lord.

The Joy of this worship was overshadowed 
by the fact that we had been unable to visit St 
Mary’s Cathedral in Johannesburg; the area was 
too dangerous. The Peace of unsegregated worship 
was overshadowed by the barbed wire and alarm 
systems surrounding the wealthier houses, suburbs, 
even isolating a whole town.

BUT the Love of those working for the 
education and integration of ALL South Africans 
was to me an overwhelming expression of the Love 
of God for all his creatures.

Never Neverland crèche in Cedara township 
is given support by the Church of the Ascension, 
Hilton. The Dean of Adelaide’s St Peter’s Cathedral, and leader of our group, is cousin of a priest there, John 
Alexander. The crèche is the inspiration of a vibrant young woman whose education was assisted by the 
congregation.

The township of Sweetwaters was a dangerous place in apartheid times 
when Sarah, an Ascension parishioner, began her visits there. Thirty-six 
years later we accompanied her on her weekly visit for the Bonginkosi 
Project. As she sat on the cement floor in the tiny porch of the Lutheran 
Church, women brought their craft work to sell. Outside, her husband, 
Julian manned a ute (‘bakkie’) which held staple goods, salt, sugar, candles, 
matches and soap for sale to the women lined up. This mission runs at 
a loss. They brought large bags of donated bread rolls and oranges to be 
handed out (and eaten) in church. Then we worshipped in the rectangular 
brick building, its chipped paint, wooden benches, wood and iron roof, 
resounding with African voices raised in praise of the Prince of Peace.

The township of Langa in Cape Town was a blend of old terrors 
and new inspiration. There was a vibrant community arts centre and 
schools and modern houses of locals who had education and improved 
circumstances and chosen to remain in the township of makeshift dwelling 

and poor amenities. Chilling reminders of apartheid were buildings which had housed black men brought 
to the city to work. Here they lived in three tiered bunks, thirty-six to a room. Here they lived deprived of 
family and normal society. Here people still live, and it was in one of these buildings I encountered a young 
girl coming home from school. She stood for her photo, happy smiling, confident. The Dean commented 
that she would finish her last of school and go to university. 

Who could not feel confident seeing such promise that God 
has blessed her? Each day we pilgrims said Morning and Evening 
Prayer (in the hotel lobby, on Table Mountain, in the coach). 
Twice a day we prayed Trevor Huddleston’s prayer, God bless 
Africa, guard her children, guide her leaders, and give her peace, 
for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.

God bless you as you find inspiration for your Christian life 
in the waiting of Advent and the Peace of Christmas,

  Lesley

The women who started  this project

Below: The creche
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All scripture is given by inspiration of God to teach, 
to reprove, to correct and to instruct righteousness.

2 Timothy 3:16  

Have you ever opened a cupboard where everything falls out, you know those friendly ones where things are 
suddenly lying at your feet?  Your thoughts:‘I need some inspiration’ to have a good clean out. In your mind 
you can picture a neat and tidy cupboard, everything in its place. Wishing you could be like a genie, wiggle 
your nose and the job is done, finally after hours of work and effort you can see the rewards of your labour.

How many present-day artists, writers, musicians and dancers have seen the work of famous people, often 
who lived well before them, become their inspiration to achieve and be successful. Often the road is difficult, 
they want to give up, but then think of the person they want to be like, so keep striving for that result. 

We have been inspired by such people as Caroline Chisholm for humanitarian work especially with the 
immigration and welfare of women and children to Australia.  Edith Cowan was the first women to enter the 
Australian parliament then fought tirelessly for women and their rights including the protection of children.  
Around the world others like Mother Teresa, Martin Luther King, Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson Mandela, 
just ordinary people, who did extraordinary things, by believing there were people in countries who needed 
help, and despite almost impossible odds, made a difference.

Inspiration being someone or something which becomes our influence and makes us want to do things 
which are good and can help and benefit those in our lives and communities.

I was born into the Christian tradition. Apart from my parents, the biggest inspiration and influence until 
my late teens, was Sunday School teacher, Miss Nettleton, a quiet and gentle lady, who after 60 years as the 
Superintendent then in her 80’s passed away over 40 years ago.  Even things I am doing in the Church today 
bring back memories as I wonder what would she be thinking, saying, supporting and encouraging me to do.

In our day to day life our greatest inspiration is found in the Bible, through the scripture and gospel 
writings influenced by the word of God.

As members of Mothers Union, our inspiration will always be Mary Sumner. Through prayer and work, 
her vision for ways to support families and family life hasn’t really changed since 1876.  

What has changed the most is the world in which we live, and therefore we too must change for our work 
to remain relevant, otherwise how can we meet the challenges and needs of families and family life in this 
21st century.

To be inspired is great; to inspire is incredible!
In Christian friendship

Denise Lay

by  Denise Lay
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Do you know how some of your gifts to the Northern Outreach 
Fund have been used in the Diocese of North West Australia? 

Thanks to your generosity clergy families and others involved in 
the mission of the church in this geographically enormous but sparsely 
populated area have been able to gather together once again for 
refreshment and fellowship at the Fellow Workers Conference held in 
Geraldton in September. 

Can you imagine what it’s like to live 500 
kilometres from your nearest fellow church 
workers? 

Can you imagine what it’s like for your children to know no other 
Christian children? Or to have the ones they do get to know move away 
after just a year or two in your town? Can you imagine what it’s like to 
have half your congregation leave town each year? These are some of the 
realities for clergy families in our North West, and so the opportunity 
to get together with other ministry families for encouragement, prayer 
and professional development once every two years is much treasured. 
Alas, however, one of the other realities of life in the North West is that 
travel to a central location is hugely expensive, and so the Fellow Workers 
Conference can only happen with financial support from beyond the 
diocese. This is where we have been able to step in and help, this year 
by allocating $40,000 towards the cost of the conference.

And another reality? That our support is valued and appreciated, as testified by the messages written on the 
card I received on your behalf after the conference: ‘Your generosity is praiseworthy to us in the Mid-West’; 
‘Well done!’; ‘Thanks heaps for your partnership and support of us all’; ‘Thank you for your generosity’; ‘Thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts’; ‘Thank you for your generous gift and prayers’. 

So I want to join them in saying ‘Thank you!’ Every cent given to our Northern Outreach Fund is used 
to benefit families in the far north of our country. As these clergy families return to their 
parishes they go with gratitude to God for the generosity of Mothers Union members. 
Thank you for caring about these our brothers and sisters who work tirelessly to bring 
the good news of our generous God to the people living in the towns and hamlets of the 
Diocese of North West Australia.

News from 
THE NORTH-WEST

Christine Brain
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All of which often leaves us feeling as if we are not measuring up to the world’s ever changing standards 
and ideals. This is no different in the world of parenting

As Christians this is not how we should be living and as Christian parents we need to look critically at 
the world’s approach to parenting. There are lots of good resources for parenting but our first step should 
be ‘in the beginning God’.

Harriet Connor has written Big Picture Parents. It is an easy to read, encouraging and very challenging 
book that brings us back to what should be our focus as children of God and which would therefore 
impact our parenting. 

Harriet takes us back to who we are in God and His purpose for us – to honour God, love others and 
live rightly in his creation. We aim to teach and model to our 
children how to live with God’s big picture as our aim and focus. 
All other parenting books and tools need to be measured against 
these foundational principles.

The book details our purpose as humans, the impact of sin, 
how our values need to be shaped by our purpose, and how 
this impacts on our marriage, parenting and life in our church 
community. The focus is on parenting but it is grounded in the 
Big Picture of what is means to be a child of God.

She has achieved an aim of taking the pressure of parenting in 
terms of living up to worldly or even church ideals and instead 
inspired us to parent under God with his purpose the guiding 
principle in all our dealings with our children.

Ann Cunningham 
Families Equip Coordinator 
Sydney Diocese.

BIG  PICTURE  PARENTING

We live in an 
information 
saturated world 
that is often 
confusing, 
incorrect, and 
usually anti 
God and within 
a culture that 
is achievement 
driven.

Available from Sydney Mothers’ Union Bookshop and from 
Koorong Bookstores
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SurpriSe reunion

Life is full of surprises! One never knows who one is going 
to meet or the connection one will make. In September 2017 I 
attended a Mothers’ Union conference in Tasmania.  At dinner on 
Friday night I sat with four ladies from the Torres Strait Islands, 
three from Thursday Island and one from the island of Moa.

Moa! The name immediately made me think of Bundaberg 
MU member, Wendy Irwin whose father-in-law is buried on 
Moa.Some years ago at a MU Conference in Mackay Wendy 
had meet Dellice from Moa. Following that encounter Wendy’s 
husband has made four trips to Moa, Wendy two, their son and 
their daughter one. At a Mothers’ Union meeting Wendy had 
given an impressive PowerPoint talk of her visit to the island.

Wendy’s daughter, Roslyn is now living in Launceston and 
I had been given her phone number in case I needed help. I 
phoned Roslyn and arranged for us to meet with Dellic. What 
a wonderful reunion! Both Dellic and I had tears in our eyes.  
Rosalyn was able to ask Dellic about people who she knew on 
Moa. Dellic gave me a brooch in the shape of a headdress worn 
by Moa Islanders. On asking if she made the beaded necklace 
she was wearing she immediately took it off and gave it to me.

In 1994 I had spent a day on Thursday Island. The cathedral 
on Thursday Island is built as a memorial to the Quetta, a ship 
which, on its return journey to England on 28 February 1890 sank  
in Torres Strait with the loss of 134 lives. My grandfather had 
arrived in Queensland in 1885 on the Quetta. On the Sunday of 
the conference Mavis, MU President of Thursday Island branch 
said she remembered me visiting the library on Thursday Island  
23 years earlier.

The encounter with these Torres Strait women in Launceston 
was one of the highlights of the conference for me and shows 
how MU members can so easily feel connected.

Beris Gaal, Bundaberg, Qld
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What an amazing and memorable time we had 
celebrating the 125th Anniversary of Mothers’ 
Union in Australia. The Australian Executive and 
Tasmanian Diocese must be commended for all 
the hard work and the amazing effort they put in 
to such an event.

We arrived at the Tramshed for our registration 
around 3pm picking up our name tag and little 
bag of goodies as we moved through to the next 
room to meet and greet. Much laughter, renewing 
friendships and greeting new friends. By this time, 
there were nearly 200 people from near and far: 
Thursday Island, New Zealand, Yarwin and others 
representing our 23 Australian Dioceses. Rev’d Anne 
Kennedy (Aust Pres.) welcomed all and the Mayor 

of Launceston Alderman 
Albert Van Zetten opened 
the conference. After an 
excellent meal and much 
chatter,  we were very 
happy to board the bus 
taking us to our respective 
accommodation as it had 
been a very long day.

Next morning  we 
walked to the Tramshed 
for  an exc i t ing day. 
The Assistant Bishop of 
Tasmania Right Rev’d Dr 
Chris Jones conducted the 
Eucharist. After morning 
tea World Wide President 

Lynne Tembey spoke of her travels, some happy, 
some joyous and some very sad, particularly the 
poverty in South Sudan, Rwanda and other African 
countries. She was obviously moved by such harsh 
conditions. Gender violence is still rife, but lives 
are being transformed with literacy and learning 
initiatives.

We observed Wave of Prayer each day.  We 
enjoyed a snapshot of Mothers’ Union in Australia 
over the years Looking Back, Looking Forward and the 
launch of our new Logo, a PowerPoint presentation 
of Mothers’ Union in the Australian Provinces, 
followed by Tasmania Celebrates. During our evening 
meal, we were entertained by eleven delightful 
Launceston Grammar boys singing a cappela, a lovely 
touch to finish the evening.

Our final day began with morning worship 
followed by Lynne’s further address. She recalled 35 
years ago being asked to join MU but being so shy, 
couldn’t do it on her own. She kept making excuses 
till finally the meeting day arrived and her husband 

Anglican Mothers Union Australia Celebrates

125 years 20171892 -
-

Anniversary Conference - Launceston  September 2017

Choir with Lynne Tembey and Jenny Archer

Bishop Chris Jones

Members from Cullenswood area with Rev’d Anne Kennedy
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told her to go and she went without hesitation. 
She has held many positions over the years. She said 
we need to be realistic and change as things change, 
as they cannot stay the same. We must show God’s 
love and prayer is at the heart of all. MU is the heart 
and love of the Church. Embrace MU, talk to others 
about it, never give up as you are special, you are 
the only one, you are unique. Wear your badge with 
pride. She urges us to be strong for there is certainly 
a place for us in Australia.

She spoke of the work being done in the UK 
providing help for prisoners, knitting garments for 
asylum families and having a safe place of refuge.

Lynne was surprised and humbled by the 
generosity of members from Australia with their 
knitted scarves and shawls for the new born babies 
in the Colombo Hospital. With emotion she told 
us of a young man not being able to take his Rebecca 
home as she was stillborn but was able to wrap her 
in a beautiful shawl and sadly say his goodbye.

The Thursday Island ladies had stories to tell with 
a PowerPoint presentation and dance. They told 
the history of the ship Quetta which sank in 1890 
with 132 lives lost.  A permanent memorial was 
erected on TI in the form of the Quetta All Souls 
memorial Church. The bell is the only thing saved 

Members from Thursday Island

and is used each Sunday.

Four ladies from Cullenswood area  came 
forward to light a small cake for the occasion.  We 
were taken down memory lane with stories and 
shown a replica of the original banner which now 
hangs in the St Mary’s Church.

Past Provincial Presidents were there as well as 
our Australian 
Executive so we 
were able to put 
faces to names. A 
very interesting 
segment led by 
Christine Brain 
our Northern 
O u t r e a c h 
De p a r t m e n t 
Coord ina tor 
with Rev’d Kate 
Beer Ministry 
Development 
O f f i c e r  f o r 
the Diocese of 
the Northern 
T e r r i t o r y 
explained how the grants from the fund are 
utilised. Ongoing safe Ministry, Domestic Violence 
training, providing workbooks and bibles for the 
college. Such a huge area to cover. Rev’d Kate was not a 
Mothers’ Union member but that was soon rectified 
when at the Candle Liturgy and Closing Ceremony 
Lynne Tembey admitted her. How special is that?

All too soon the conference was over. We 
have such beautiful memories of Living FAITH 
Bringing HOPE and Sharing LOVE, the theme for 
the Conference.

Jennifer Murray.
Members of Australian Executive with Lynne Tembey

Lynne Tembey chats with Jenny Archer and  Pat McGuire

Admission of Kate Beer
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In response to specific requests from AMUA members on the Torres Strait, 
a series of trainings facilitated by Mrs Salu Blanco (Vice President Cape 
and Torres region), Mrs Deane Bray (Vice President Dry Tropics) and 
Mrs Robin Ray (Overseas and Northern Outreach Diocese NQ), were 
held on three islands.

Sharing 
the MU story 

- learning with our 
members on 

TORRES STRAIT
ROBIN RAY

Members from Bamaga close to the tip of Cape 
York, but considered Torres Strait territory, could 
travel by ferry to Thursday Island where the first 
training was held in the hall associated with All 
Souls and St Bartholomew’s church.  Seven ladies 
attended the training which was designed around their 
specific requests for information and questions about 
significant MU occasions and processes.  The training 
began with prayer then a brief introduction to the 
origins of MU and the Mary Sumner story.  Members 
shared their own Mothers Union story and how MU 
had influenced their lives. Many issues were discussed 
during the afternoon as we learned from each other. 
Discussions around some aspects of the Rules and 
Regulations and the Objects developed insights and 

deepened each other’s understanding of the work and 
witness of MU. The afternoon was concluded with 
a bible study considering how Naomi and Ruth’s 
journey spoke to our journey and Mothers Union.

The next day after a ferry trip from Thursday Island 
to Horn Island (the local airport) we caught the plane 
to Mer Island, the most easterly of the Torres Strait 
islands (see map).  Before beginning the training we 
signed in at the local Council acknowledging our 
status as visitors and recognizing our responsibilities 
while there. We were warmly welcomed by old friends 
and met new members - 14 MU and GFS in all. The 
session began with the Bible study and included ideas 
for conducting a MU lead study. Sharing of MU 
stories rounded out the morning before a sumptuous 
lunch was supplied by MU members. The afternoon 

The Facilitators

Mabuiag members with Deane and Salu 
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was spent addressing members’ unique questions 
and a mutual sharing of information, strategies for 
living out the objects in our lives. Time was also 
devoted to the next stage of planning ways forward 
in the development of a positive parenting program.  
Four members took responsibility for developing the 
program to suit the needs of Torres Strait families. 

On Tuesday we flew from Mer Island to Horn 
Island via Erub (where the first missionaries brought 
the gospel to the Torres Strait - celebrated each year on 
1st July as the Coming of the Light). After changing 
planes at Horn Island we flew on to Mabuiag Island 
via Kubin on Moa Island (see map). At Mabuiag, 
we met with three very enthusiastic members who 
showed us around the two villages on Mabuiag before 
we once again signed in at the local council. The 
afternoon began with a delicious lunch prepared by 
members. During the afternoon we all participated 
in a wonderful sharing of stories and discussion 
around the objects MU especially nurturing children 
in the faith and support for families in this vibrant 
Christian community. The Bible study concluded 
our formal time together.  We all found new insights 
from this study and the messages for our life and MU 
membership. These ladies expressed their faith and 
commitment in amazing ways, they were our teachers. 
In the evening members with their families invited us 
to join them in a meal, sitting by the sea outside their 
newly refurbished church. 

Overseas and Northern Outreach funding enabled 
this training program to take place. Thank you to all 
members who contribute to this fund.  

Mer Island members

ANGLICAN CHURCH PREPARES TO JOIN 

REDRESS SCHEME
STATEMENT fROM GENERAL SyNOD SEPTEMbER 2017

The Anglican Church of Australia will set up an 
independent company to handle complaints and 
compensation to victims of sex abuse, enabling the church 
to join the Commonwealth redress scheme when it is 
announced.

The company will coordinate and manage redress 
for survivors of child sexual abuse through participation 
in the Commonwealth redress scheme as well as for 
survivors of abuse who are unable or unwilling to use the 
Commonwealth scheme.

The church’s triennial General Synod meeting at 
Maroochydore, Queensland, voted a new church law to 
set up the company, so that it has the flexibility to join the 
Commonwealth scheme. The draft legislation is expected 
from the Federal Government in the next fortnight, and 
the church cannot vote to join before that. . 

Many of the 23 Anglican dioceses already have redress 
schemes, but they are not nationally consistent, and depend 
on survivors approaching the church. 

Garth Blake, SC, who led the national church working 
group with the Royal Commission, told the synod that the 
church needed to face its moral responsibility, including 
financial consequences, to the survivors of child sexual 
abuse.

He said the Anglican Church had paid more than $30 
million to victims so far, but the financial commitment 
required next would be much greater than that.

“It will cause significant pain and hardship, but 
nonetheless is the right thing to do. We will be paying for 
a long time to come for the sins of our fathers and of our 
colleagues,” Mr Blake said. 

Yesterday the synod unanimously passed new rules on 
child protection that for the first time are binding on all 
clergy and church workers, and feature independent audits 
that will be published. 

It also approved for the first time a national scheme for 
dealing with child protection complaints against diocesan 
bishops, including former bishops. Complaints that 
question the fitness of a bishop to hold office or remain 
in holy orders will be referred to the national Episcopal 
Standards Board. 

For more information, contact Barney Zwartz at 
bzwartz@melbourneanglican.org.au, phone 0422 373 891.
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BETHLEHEM 
News from Judea   A December Morning about 

2000 years ago 
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BABY BORN INTO FRACTURED FAMILY
A special report by Worldly Wise.

The baby, to be named Jesus, was born of the 
Virgin Mary who was betrothed to her husband 
Joseph, a descendent from the line of Judah. 

It was this ancestry that brought Joseph and his 
pregnant wife Mary to Bethlehem to record their 
names for the census initiated by Caesar Augustus 
who was taking this count of all the citizens of the 
entire Roman world.

It is interesting that this baby, reputed to be part of the 
plan of the Holy God Jehovah to save the descendants 
of Abraham from their sins, has a very colourful 
ancestry, and in the opinion of this reporter seems to 
be in conflict with the concept of being Holy.

The ancestry can be placed in and around Bethlehem 
as historical records show clearly.

The second King of Israel, King Solomon was a king 
who should never have existed. His father was the 
second king of Israel, King David, and in a shocking 
abuse of power, David co mmitted adultery with a 
young lady from his community, Bathsheba, when he 
was old enough to know better – something around 
50 years of age. As a result of this indiscretion, and 
to cover her pregnancy, he arranged for her young 
husband, a soldier in his army, to be murdered on 
the field of battle because he did not sleep with her 
when invited home for RnR leave. An adulterer and 
murderer is just one of this baby’s ancestors.

King David’s grandfather married a Moabite woman, 
something that was forbidden in their early set of 
rules. And the Moabites were descended from an 
incestuous relationship of two spinster daughters who 
seduced their own father when he was drunk so they 
could have children.

Yet there is more!

If we delve back into the past, to the very early days 
of this ‘chosen nation’, a nation chosen by this ‘Holy 

God’, we come 
to an incredible 
s i tuat ion with 
the great, great 
grandson of the 
founding father, 
often referred to 
as ‘Father Abraham’. Judah, son of Jacob, the son 
of Isaac, Abraham’s first famous son, had a number 
of sons. He had married a daughter of a Canaanite 
man by the name of Shua and of three sons, the first 
born Er married a lady by name of Tamar. But it is 
described in the annals that Er was so wicked in the 
Lord’s sight, the Lord put him to death. The second 
son Onan was commanded to take over the filial 
duty of his brother, but he treated this important 
family tradition with contempt. Judah instructed his 
daughter-in-law, Tamar to live as a widow until the 
next son grew to marriageable age. But after a long 
time, Shua died, yet after he had overcome some of 
his grief, on the way to Timnah – one of our local 
villages I might add – he was tricked into having sex 
with Tamar who had disguised herself as a prostitute.

Now you can’t get too much more salacious than that! 
Tamar fell pregnant from a one time stand despite 
having had two other men in her life, and when Judah 
found out about her pregnancy, he got on his moral 
high horse until it was revealed that he was the father. 
Twins were born to this encounter – Perez and Zerah. 
Children who were both children and grandchildren 
of Judah – the man after whom King David’s ancestral 
line is named – the line of Judah.

Where is common decency and morality in all of this 
well we might ask?



 www.muaustralia.org                                             MIA MIA                                   SUMMER 2017/ 21

Letters to the Editor, 
BETHLEHEM STAR.

21st Century
Australia

I have read with interest your very interesting 
article on the reported birth of Jesus of Nazareth 
to Joseph and Mary, descendants of the Line 
of Judah in the Bethlehem Star edition of A 
December Morning about 2000 years ago. 
Permit me, if I may, to make a few comments 
based on some two thousand years of historical 
observation and personal experience.

You have recorded the details correctly. We 
can now read them in a book that has been 
made available to us called The Bible. I may 
mention you can read of these incidents in 
Genesis Chapter 19, 30-38, Genesis 38, The 
book of Ruth and the full story of David’s sexual 
sinfulness is recorded, with nothing hidden or 
covered up in 2 Samuel 11 and 12.

Through 2000 years of learning, we have 
learned that Jehovah God, Heavenly Father, 
through Jesus who was born in Bethlehem, is 
lovingly interested in being involved in our 
life – no matter how fractured our personal or 
family life seems to be. I have learned God has 
a different attitude to sin before the event, and 
after the event, especially if one is repentant. I 
have learned, as your local prophet Samuel was 
to record some years before this birth, ‘People 
look at the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looks at the heart.’ In addressing the children of 
Israel, Samuel also said ‘Does the Lord delight 
in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as 
in obeying the Lord? To obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of 
lambs.’

May I suggest that you focus, not on the 
ancestry of this Jesus of Nazareth, but on the 
next thirty three years of his life (which we can 
do from our perspective of his story). Together 
we must conclude that no matter how fractured 
our human relationships may be, ‘The eternal 
God is your refuge, and underneath are the 
everlasting arms’. (Deuteronomy 33:27)

With warm Christmas greetings,
  Buspa

Anglicare WA Spring Appeal 
focuses on 

FINANCIAL HARDSHIP
 
Anglicare WA launched its annual Spring Appeal at a 
time when its financial counselling services experienced 
increasing demand from people struggling with everyday 
costs of living. Chief Executive Officer for Anglicare 
WA, Ian Carter, said the state’s economic downturn, 
high rate of unemployment and sharp increases in public 
utility costs was a triple blow to many families who were 
‘just a few paychecks from serious difficulty.’

According to Anglicare WA, some 240,000 Western 
Australians are living below the poverty line, with a 
further 150,000 at risk of financial hardship. ‘Over the 
past year, 44 percent of Western Australian households 
experienced financial stress and just over 13 percent 
could not pay their electricity, gas or phone bills on 
time. In Perth’s northern suburbs, 30 percent of clients 
presenting to our financial counselling services are 
individuals struggling to pay their utility bill in the 
past six months, with the average utilities debt having 
jumped from $250 to $1,500 since 2016. People are not 
simply struggling with the jump in prices, but juggling 
multiple bills. Families and individuals already on tight 
budgets are sacrificing other essential items, such as food 
and medications, just to cover power bills.’

Mr Carter said Anglicare WA’s Financial Counselling 
services are helping eligible clients with advice on 
reducing energy bills, access to Hardship Utility Grants 
and negotiating repayment plans with gas and electricity 
companies. In the last year more than 3,000 people 
used the service. ‘We can also help eligible clients with 
no-interest loans of up to $1,500 so they can buy more 
energy efficient white goods to lower their bills,’ Mr 
Carter said.

Mr Carter said monies raised from the Spring Appeal 
would go towards a range of services provided by his 
organisation, including support for homeless people and 
counselling services for children experiencing domestic 
violence. 

‘Our Spring Appeal is a reminder that supporting 
vulnerable Western Australians is something we do 
throughout the entire year, and we look to generous 
members of the public to assist us in this work,’ Mr 
Carter said.  

To learn 
more or make 
a donation call 
Anglicare WA on 
9263 2091.
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Inspiration has been gained over the past 80 years as representatives of 
the Victorian State Council of the Mothers’ Union have met together a 
couple of times each year. These representatives came from the dioceses 
of Ballarat, Bendigo, Gippsland, Melbourne, Wangaratta, and as they 
were able, from Tasmania.  

In 1937 a ‘preliminary’ conference was held in Melbourne.  The following year in May 1938 a two-day 
conference was held in the YWCA Hall in Russell Street Melbourne.  This was attended by 27 MU members 
from each of the Victorian dioceses.  Ballarat MU  hosted the 3rd conference in March 1939.

More recently, meetings have been held two or more times each year in Melbourne.  They have included the 
opportunity, not only of sharing news of MU happenings in each diocese, but often of having a speaker on a 
relevant topic.  The Council 
has organised a state-wide 
2-3 day conference with 
dynamic speakers, every few 
years.  These have been open 
to all MU and YMD/Caritas 
members and others.  With 
the rising costs involved 
i n  u s ing  app rop r i a t e 
accommodation, and very 
poor attendances at more 
recent conferences, it was 
decided to have just a one-
day conference in September 
2016, with a total of 140 
MU and Caritas members 
from each of the Victorian 
dioceses attending.  It was 
held at Ballarat Grammar 
with two very dynamic speakers at the two main sessions – Bishop Stuart Robinson (Canberra-Goulburn), 
and Bishop Garry Weatherill (Ballarat).  As well Anne E. Stewart (Storyteller) added an interesting aspect to 
the day.  It was an added pleasure to hear also from Tennyson Bogar, Bishop of Dogura diocese, PNG who 
happened to be a guest of Bishop Weatherill.  The then Acting President of MU Australia, the Rev Anne 
Kennedy led the opening worship which included a creative reading of the Annunciation.

But now, it seems that this ‘season’ has passed. At the annual meeting in 2016, with the retirement of the 
office-bearers from Bendigo diocese who had completed their three-year term, no-one was available to accept 
the offices of president, secretary and treasurer.  It was acknowledged that communication opportunities today 
out-weighed the need to travel to Melbourne for the six-monthly council meetings.  At appropriate times in 

the future, events and conferences may be provided.  And so it was decided, after much prayer and 
deliberation, that the MU State Council of Victoria would go into recess at the end of June 2017

The records of the State MU Council are being stored with the Melbourne MU records.

Jenny Rainsford – State President
Ronda Gault – State Secretary
John Gault – State Treasurer

Mu STATe CounCiL – 
FOR A SEASON?
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It seems that many of us are deeply concerned about 
division in our nation. This division is seen in various 
ways: the division or gap is frequently seen as being 
between the privileged and unprivileged, rich and 
poor, employed and unemployed (or part or under-), 
those who have and those who do not have. There is 
much talk of it and very quickly it becomes simplified: 
a great inequality.

Recently on the National Radio I heard that it is 
not so that inequality has increased in this country. 
Inequality has not got worse. Facts were supplied to 
support the argument. But there is something amiss, 
and it seems it is a little more complex 
than some would have us believe. We 
feel in our very bones that something 
is amiss. Certainly figures do reveal 
that living standards have dropped 
and incomes (if you have one) have not 
increased. And that may not seem good 
in a country that has aspired to improve 
living standards, improve education, and 
health care.

It seems logical to many to blame someone: the 
government usually. But there has been great change 
in Australia, and great change in the world, with 
a moving and growing population. On the radio 
recently it was announced that women are the most 
vulnerable in becoming homeless. This confirms what 
the Revd. Ross Jones told a group of MU members 
recently at a talk on the Homeless. He is now 
Chaplain for St. Bartholomew’s, which beds down 
500 of our fellow citizens each night. Ross claims 
also that women in the 50 year old age group and 
upwards are indeed the most vulnerable. Women’s 
wages are mostly less than their male counterparts, 

they break their work years to have and raise children, 
and many have insufficient savings or super. And 
of course when a country goes through a period of 
better living standards, it is easier to be less prudent 
and so on. Further, many of us in Australia in the 
1950s were expected to leave our employment when 
we married, and as a result learned to live on a single 
wage, however stretched it became.

Ross Jones points out that most of the people he 
cares for have suffered trauma in their lives that has 
affected them severely. Ross says that in spite of the 

trauma in our lives, and most of us have 
experienced it, we, as believers, have 
hope. It must be very difficult not to have 
faith, not to have that sense of guidance 
through our difficulties: what amounts to 
a priceless safety net. And I don’t mean 
to be glib about this, because we do have 
problems surrounding us, and it only 
takes an unexpected health or family 
crisis to alter our financial security.

It seems that the gap in society is not simply about 
finance, but something deeper.   And this is where 
we might be held more accountable.  Our Aims and 
Objects speak directly to us. We can all encourage 
more; we can all be kind instead of thinking about the 
Agenda in front of us; we can all talk to someone we 
don’t normally talk to, or forgive those who don’t seem 
to notice us; we can all do better at communication, 
for this is what is expected of us—to be better.  And 
maybe, just maybe, remembering who the most 
vulnerable in our nation are, accept that members 
cannot always afford to support the causes we request 
of them.

At Home...

Or Homeless?
Faye Davis

Women are 

the most 

vulnerable  

to become 

homeless
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MOTHERS UNION AUSTRALIA QLD  
PROVINCIAL CONFERENCE 

August 2018 

   

  

 
 

ROCKHAMPTON 

Thurs 9th  Aug, 5pm – Sunday12th Aug, midday  

B - Be 
E - Ever 
F - Faithful 
R - Resourceful 
I – Inclusive 
E - Enduring 
N - Nurturing 
D - Devoted 

 

 

                       Come along and join the fun. 
Guest speaker:   Dr Robin Ray 

Where – Leichhardt Hotel. 

Address:  Bolsover St & Denham St,                                                         
Rockhampton City QLD 4700 

Please send your expression of interest to the email address:   

mothersunion@anglicanchurchcq.org.au 

Conference cost –  
$200 which includes lunch, 

morning and afternoon teas on 
Friday and Saturday and dinner 

Saturday night.                                                              
Accommodation is at participant’s 

expense. 
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The Anglican Mother’s Union (MU) host Karingal Residents 
for their annual church service and lunch on  21 September.

Wangaratta MU Host  Karingal Residents 
 DIANE GRANT

As part of their Outreach to the community 
projects, the Anglican Mother’s Union (MU) 
branch of Central Goulburn hosted some 
Karingal aged care residents and staff on 21 
September at Christ Church Seymour.

The guests enjoyed the old style Book of 
Common Prayer Eucharist, and the delicious 
lunch provided by the MU members. Fr Gary 
Atherton and wife Karen performed a quiz show 
with Hamish the puppet entertaining the aged 
carer folk before dessert was served. .

Thanks was extended to the Anglican MU on 
behalf of the visitors for their hospitality.

Phillip Ragan – A Musical Quest on a Spiritual Journey

Singer songwriter Phillip Ragan is a born again Christian of the 
Baptist denomination who began songwriting as ‘a form of expression, 
some might call it open therapy!’ 

Phillip has a new album out called Framework, which was 
produced partly in Perth and partly in Melbourne. According to 
Phillip, ‘it is quite a big album with seventeen tracks on it. I feel it 
shows improvement in my writing and singing and also as a musician.’ 
Towards the end of the album, Phillip started to write more Christian 
lyrics and the final song on the album called Walk into the Light is 
his first, full, Christian song! 

Phillip believes in the eternal security of the believer. He believes 
that once you are saved that you are always saved and that we are 
saved by grace through faith alone in Our Lord Jesus Christ. Phillip 
says that, ‘I believe that Salvation is a free gift paid for in full by the 
finished work on the Cross of Jesus Christ at Calvary. Free to all those 
who choose to accept it.’

His favourite Psalm is Psalm 117, which is at the very centre of 
The Bible and is the shortest of The Psalms. Phillip’s interpretation 
of this short yet very powerful Psalm is ‘a call for all people and all 
nations to praise God and follow His commands. The level of blessing 
we receive both as people and as a nation is measured by our level 
of love and praise towards God and obedience to His will, His laws, 
which are of course found in His Holy Word.’

Phillip’s new album Framework is out now and is available for 
purchase from the Mothers Union stall as well as online:

www.phillipragan.bandcamp.com
www.southoftheclouds.com
phillipragan@yahoo.com
It’s a great adult contemporary album and would make the perfect 

gift for Christmas!
Angela Morrissey

MUSIC REVIEW
NORTH PINE 

L to R:  Maureen Gilliland;  
Thelma Sprott;  Joan Baker-Winn
CAN ANY OTHER BRANCH 
MATCH THIS SERIES OF 
COINCIDENCES?
50 years ago, Joan Baker Winn and 
Maureen Gilliland were admitted 
as MU members at Petrie (now 
known as North Pine) Branch.

50 years on, and still members 
of MU Petrie/North Pine, they 
received their 50 year badges.

Thelma Sprott, the president 
who admitted them to MU all 
those years ago, and who  is also 
still an active member of the 
branch, was present to congratulate 
them. Thelma herself received her 
badge for 70 years of MU service 
in 2015 and will celebrate her 101st 
birthday on 28 November. 

170 years of service to Mothers 
Union by three wonderful women!

What are the odds of this 
happening very often????
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         ATTENTION  
DIOCESAN AND BRANCH PRESIDENTS 

Mia Mia is available on CD. 
When your eyesight starts to diminish all is 

not lost!  

All articles in the Mia Mia magazine  are 
faithfully recorded for your entertainment 
and enjoyment. All you need is a small CD 
player and MU news from around Australian 
and o’ seas will come to you!  

For further information;- 

Contact your Branch Treasurer or  

The Producer ;-Sandra Chambers. 

 Phone. 0266 583898 

Audio Mia Mia 

MISSING OUT ON  YOUR MIAMIA ? 

 VISION  IMPAIRMENT YOUR  

PROBLEM? 

HELP IS AT HAND! H
e
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!!

MAKING   WINTer   WArMer
in South Australia

In June  our Mitcham MU Branch organised a luncheon to raise funds for the current projects at home and 
abroad .The money collected was $1300 to be divided equally between the Peace and Reconciliation projects 
in Rwanda, the St.John’s Youth Services for single mums and their dependent children and the Quickest 
Warmth Project which benefits many people in our Northern suburbs 

Those attending the lunch were warmly welcomed by our new President Raelene Evans  and then Cynthia 
Kennedy ,the outgoing President explained the nature of the projects,thanking people for their support.A 
delightful three course meal  was served by committee members ,a special treat being the individual trifle cups 
made by Cathy Gerner.Light entertainment in the form of some skits showed once again that some of our 
members are still happy to  be silly! The collection of donated scarves, beanies and warm jumpers resulted in 
a generous gift for the northern community, the Magdalene Centre and St. John’s Finally Carolyn ,Fr. David’s 
charming wife drew the winning tickets in the raffle  and the lucky winners collected their prizes. Many thanks 
to everyone who contributed to the success of the day.

A second event,held on August 9th also  warmed our hearts. It was the celebration of Mary Sumner Day   
This  was a gathering of MU members from two of  the three dioceses ,(Adelaide and the Murray) in the 
province of South Australia .We began with a welcome coffee and chat where many friendships were renewed 
and some new ones begun.

There followed a beautiful Eucharist presided over by Fr. David, assisted by The Rev’d Dr . Margaret 
Annells  a new member of our MU branch.The preacher was the MU Chaplain  The Rev’d Dawn Colsey 
who shared a personal story linked to the text  showing how Jesus reached out to a woman who had faith in 
him The singing  of the 80 plus congregation was great and many people commented on the lovely organ 
music provided by Leslie Lewis!The collection from the service was donated to the Quickest Warmth Project.

A shared informal lunch allowed lots of interaction and then Adelaide MU President, Mrs Marion McCall 
proudly introduced the guest speaker, her son, The Rev’d Dr. Theo McCall. He told us of his career journey 
and his present  position as Chaplain at St. Peter’s College for boys. This vocation  is both challenging and 
rewarding and he also provides support for the Chaplains working in the other Anglican Schools. We give 
thanks for Chaplains and the valuable work they do.

The whole day was a joy and everyone departed feeling warmed and uplifted  because of it.

Heather Cooper

Gingerbread men 
and puddings can be 
purchased from the 
Christmas card shop 
at St Paul’s Cathedral 
in Bendigo. 

They were made 
by dressmaker Lois 
Morrissey who lives 
in Bendigo.

GINGERBREAD MEN IN BENDIGO
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COUNTRY RALLY
On the first day of spring 90 MU members journeyed 
to Williams from all points of the diocese for this 
year’s Country Rally.  There were too many to gather 
in Holy Trinity Church as planned so Bishop Allan 
celebrated the Eucharist in the adjoining Parish Hall.  
Williams, one of the oldest-settled areas in WA, is 
situated on the Albany Highway, and is the Gateway 
to the Great Southern Region.  

Bishop Allan’s sermon stressed the importance of 
ordinary people achieving extraordinary things. We 
then made our way to the Williams Sports Centre for 
lunch served by volunteers from the parish. 

Our guest speaker for the day, Rev Peter Bourne, 
shared his story of being a prison chaplain.  He spoke 
of prison life from those on the outside and how 
they imagined it to be and from the point-of-view 
of those on the inside.  It made for a very interesting 
and informative talk, well received by all. 

Most of the organisation for the day was undertaken 
by the MU members of the Williams Branch.  As the 
branch consists of just two members, it was truly a 
magnificent feat to host this year’s rally.  Thank you 
Jane Sattler and Marj Quartermaine. We take our 
hats off to you!

Next year’s Country Rally will be held in Boyanup, 
another small branch with just 8 members.  We look 
forward to visiting you.

A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY

When we received a small brochure which told us 
of the Bush Brothers’ Op Shop.  The Op Shop is 
named in honour of the Bush Brotherhood of St 
Boniface which was based in Williams early in the 
20th Century.

The order was established in 1911 by Bishop 
Goldsmith, the first Anglican Bishop of the Diocese 
of Bunbury, to deliver pastoral care to the far-flung 
and rapidly-developing areas of the great Southern.

By horse and buggy these dedicated brothers 
covered a territory of 20,000 square miles from 
Dwellingup to Wandering to Kondinin and South to 
Boyup Brook then to the Gordon and Franklin Rivers, 
Pallinup, Borden and Jerramungup and all the small 
bush places in between including the little schools.  
They often journeyed alone and would be away for six 
weeks on a round trip without any communication, 
staying with welcoming, isolated settler families as 
they went.

In the 1920s the brothers continued delivering 
services, scripture, weddings, funerals and baptisms 
as they travelled around faster by motorised buggy, 
although that has its own problems with boggy sand 
tracks, river crossings, flat tyres, radiator leaks and 
mechanical breakdowns.From their labours came 
the parishes of Williams, Gnowangerup, Cranbrook, 
Kojonup and Boyup Brook.

Through the benevolence of an English woman, 
Mrs Monica Wills, they built and established the 
House of Grace (now demolished) near the present 
Holy Trinity Church and this was their base and place 
of worship for the community.  This valued missionary 
service continued until 1929 when a resident minister, 
Rev F Mann, was established in the parish of Williams.

Up to 20 Bush Brothers served from Williams at 
different times.  Two of them became bishops: W E 
Elsey (Kalgoorlie 1919) and John Frewer (North-West 
1929).   

Another, A E White, went as chaplain with the 
troops to WW1 and later became minister at St John’s 
Albany and inaugurated the iconic Albany Anzac Day 
Dawn Service.

Jane Sattler and Marj Quartermaine

The Bush Brothers’ Op Shop in Williams
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Answering Children’s Questions About... 
good And evil

part 6 of a seven part question series

God
Jesus

The Bible
Prayer

The Church
Good & Evil

Heaven & Hell

Written by Canon Janne Whitehead in response to 
questions asked during almost 50 years of teaching 

Religious Education in schools.

Parts 1 & 2 published in
Mia Mia Summer 2016 edition

Part 3 published in Autumn 2017
Part 4 published in Winter 2017

Part 5 published Spring 2017

ANSWERING CHILDREN’S QUESTIONS... Good and Evil

How do we know if something is good or bad? 

 If Jesus or the Bible say a thing is good or bad, then that’s what we should go by. 

What happens if my friends say different? 

 Christians go by what Jesus says. Many times this matches what other people say, but when it 
doesn’t, we have to stick to God’s rules. 

Is evil real? 

 Sure is. We know that when we feel like doing bad things. 

Are people evil? 

 God made all people good, but with the freedom to make their own choices. We all make bad 
choices sometimes, but some people continue to make bad choices time and time again. 

Is it wrong to be tempted? 

 Temptation is when we think about doing or saying a bad thing, but have not actually done it. But 
it’s not a sin unless we actually do it. 

How does God forgive us? 

 Forgiveness begins by saying sorry for wrong things we have done, and meaning it. God forgives us 
by accepting our apology. 

Why do bad things happen to good people? 

 God give us all freedom to make choices in life. Sometimes the poor choice made by one person or 
a law, has sad or terrible consequences for another person.
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EVERYWHERE I LOOK
by Helen Garner
ISBN: 9781925355369

Published by Text Publishing

Reviewed by Duncan Richardson

The first comment I heard on Helen Garner’s latest collection of articles 
was that the anecdotes about her grandchildren were underwhelming.  
Having enjoyed her other work, I wasn’t put off by that and was rewarded 
by a collection that covers a huge range of topics from the joys of playing a 
ukulele to friendship, travel, stories and the downside of growing old.  Like 
her other compilations, this one is informative and thought provoking.  

One section has the grandkid snippets and they are lightly sprinkled, adding extra facets to stories 
about the changing phases of life and the powerful, often inexplicable forces that shape our lives.  Garner 
is always trying to understand but is comfortable with not having a firm perspective on an issue.  In an 
age where ill-informed opinions dominate much of our media, this is refreshing.  She can also take an 
apparently banal topic such as buying a second-hand table and turn it into an absorbing journey through 
the problems of desire, nostalgia and image.

The book has much to engage any writer of fiction or fact.  She is insightful about why she writes and 
why she often doesn’t.  Her articles on other writers are also probing and sharp, showing a wry and healthy 
envy for the achievements of others. 

She also tackles tricky topics that most commentators leave alone.  In this collection, she returns to 
some that she has written about before, such as an old teacher apparently indifferent to her students who 
Garner learns more about later in life and sees her anew with empathy and sorrow.  One piece responds 
to criticisms of her book about the death of Joe Cinque but she does not try to score points, reflecting 
instead freshly on the case and standing by her resolve to continue writing about events that make us 
uncomfortable.

Unlike many writers, Garner is ready to admit she made mistakes in judging some of the people or 
situations in earlier work while explaining why she did.  Her refusal to label people as monsters, regardless 
of what they have done, seems to annoy some readers, yet Garner’s point is that they are more interesting 
as people who have gone awry rather than as monsters determined by implacable fate.  She has a knack of 
picking out stories that illustrate the darker side of our society, such as “Punishing Karen” about a 16 year 
old who gives birth alone in her room while her family are out because she couldn’t face telling them or 
anyone else that she was pregnant.  

Reading this books is likely to make you wonder why there are so few writers with the courage and 
skills to take on such a range of challenging subjects.  We need more public intellectuals who explore open 
thinking rather than simplistic labelling.  This book is a valuable contribution to improving the way we run 
our society.

Winner, Australian Book Industry Award, General Nonfiction, 2017 

Shortlisted, New South Wales Premier’s Literary Award, Douglas Steward Prize for Non-Fiction, 2017

BOOK REVIEW
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Pause 4 Poetry

Inner Quiet
7:30 am 

As I sit in the Kingly chair
in a quiet space

within the arcade,
she bounces up

the escalator
marching past me
full of busyness

and determination.

I ponder the relief
of taking time slowly,

being in no hurry
just sitting and I think

how a philosopher
once said:

‘all the problems
in the world would be
resolved if we could

sit quietly with ourselves’.

I sit peacefully 
reading and building

up quiet reserves 
of strength for the day

Sarah Muller

Pretty Boy

You were my friend.
I hate cages yet today

I see
that there is often
danger in liberty.

Pretty boy
set me free

fly	home	to	me
Lucille Morris

Children of Port Arthur
Rain sweeps through the ruins
drips from tourists’ umbrellas.

Jumping in puddles, face painting, 
roles to play-

children laugh.

I seek shelter in a verandah café

Ghostly shapes swirl in the mist.
Governor’s wife, vicar’s friend 

meet in the garden -
children play.

Tour guide entertains with tales of woe -
men shackled, humbled -

children	flogged.

Waitress brings my tea and scones.

I sense an ancient presence -
dark eyes watch as trees are felled.

Pydairrerme people
unaware of their fate -

children doomed.

Susan Skowronski 

High Summer
Deeper into the year Jacarandas
 begin to shed their blossoms, 
create a brilliant lilac carpet, 
adorn footpaths and gardens.
The springtime sparkle has lost its lustre;
sharp early noises of the city,
now echo monotonous, indistinct.

Among giants of concrete,
humid	air	hangs	like	deflated	balloons.
Nature settles down to lazy days,
takes on duller, darker shades
while mornings reluctantly wake to heat. 
Trees and gardens lie dry and still,
a water dragon runs across the road.

Mocco Wollert
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ReCiPes

Contributions to this page 
would be greatly appreciated.

DIABETIC FRIENDLy RECIPES.

BASIC BASE FOR DIABETIC FRIENDLy 
SLICES.

125gm butter melted; add 1cup coconut, 1/3 cup 
Splenda,	&	1	cup	S.R.	or	Plain	flour,	mix	and	
press into a greased slice tin. Cook in mod oven 
12-15 minutes, cool. Base can be made with 
sugar for normal use.

JELLy SLICE.
Spread	basic	base	mix	in	slightly	deeper	dish.	
Cook until golden brown/cool. 
Dissolve 1 pkt [2sachets] Aeroplane Jelly lite  
in1 & ½ cups boiling, add 1&1/2 cups vanilla  
yoghurt; Low Fat, no added sugar.
Stir well. When cool pour over cooled base, 
refrigerate. [I use Yoplais Forme but Ski Delite 
is	fine.]	Use	Berry	yoghurt	if	preferred	with	berry	
jellies.
Dissolve 1 pkt [2 sachets] jelly lite in 1&1/2cups 
boiling water. 
When setting pour over yoghurt and set. 
Cut with sharp knife and serve.

EASy LIME TART.

Use prepared basic base & press in to a pie dish. 
Whisk 1 cup diet cordial with 1 desert spoon 
of lime juice, together with 4 eggs and 300 mls 
of low fat cream. Pour into base, Bake at 160 
degrees for 20 minutes or until set. Decorate with 
cooled Diabetic Lime Jelly. [If making for others 
use sugar in base, regular cordial and full cream 
and normal Jelly. 

CHOCOLATE CHERRy SLICE.

Add	1	&1/2	tbls	cocoa	to	base	mix.	Cook	base	in	
a	greased	&	floured	tray.	Cool.
Mix	together	½	Kg	drained	Morello	Cherries	and	
300 mls Low Fat Sour cream Spread over slightly 
cooled base, sprinkle lightly with  cinnamon, 
return to oven for 10-12 minutes until set. Cut 
when cold.  Substitute  stewed apples or pears 
and pecans instead of cherries.  Cherries 
available from Aldi’s 

From Mary Muntz

CHOCOLATE FUDGE 

Melt 1/2 stick butter, 4 cups marshmallows, 1 
cup cream, 2 cups sugar and a pinch of salt 
in a saucepan. 
Simmer, stirring, 5 minutes. 
Off	the	heat,	stir	in	3	cups	chocolate	chips	
until smooth. 
Spread in a foil-lined 9-by-13-inch pan. Let 
cool and cut into squares

FLOURLESS HONEY-ALMOND CAKE

1½ cups whole almonds, toasted
4 large eggs, at room temperature, separated
½ cup honey
1	teaspoon	vanilla	extract
½ teaspoon baking soda
½ teaspoon salt
Topping 
Cool Whip Whipped Topping Regular
2 tablespoons honey
¼ cup sliced almonds, toasted 

Preheat oven to 350°F. Coat a 9-inch springform 
pan with cooking spray. Line the bottom with 
parchment paper. Spray the paper.
Process whole almonds in a food processor or 
blender	 until	 finely	 ground.	Beat	 4	 egg	 yolks,	½	
cup honey, vanilla, baking soda and salt in a large 
mixing	bowl	with	an	electric	mixer	on	medium	speed	
until well combined. Add the ground almonds and 
beat on low until combined.
Beat 4 egg whites in another large bowl on medium 
speed until very foamy, white and doubled in 
volume,	but	not	stiff	enough	to	hold	peaks,	1	to	2	
minutes	(depending	on	the	type	of	mixer).	Using	a	
rubber spatula, gently fold the egg whites into the 
nut	mixture	until	just	combined.	Scrape	the	batter	
into the prepared pan.
Bake until golden brown and a skewer inserted into 
the centre comes out clean, 25 to 28 minutes. Let 
cool in the pan for 10 minutes. Run a knife around 
the edge of the pan and gently remove the side 
ring. Let cool completely.
Remove the cake from the pan by gently sliding 
a spatula between the cake and the parchment 
paper. Carefully lift onto a serving platter. To serve, 
drizzle the top of the cake with honey and sprinkle 
with sliced almonds.
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