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If having a soul means being able to 
feel love and loyalty and gratitude, 
then animals are better off than a lot 
of humans.                          James Herriot

Greetings and welcome to our Spring issue of Mia Mia where our theme 
is Loyalty. 

Are you looking forward to Spring? It’s almost here but as we drive 
through the countryside on the way to Rockhampton for the Provincial 
Conference there is little sign of its approach. The land is dry, screaming 
out for rain. Will Spring bring releif? Will the land be refreshed? Flowers 
bloom? As I look at dying crops and thirsting cattle, my heart breaks for 
our farming families. Will their loyalty to the land be rewarded? May 
the rains come in abundance.

The past two issues have included information about the WA 
State Conference to be held 1 Feb to 3 Feb 2019 in Bunbury. They have 
arranged an amazing programme with excellent speakers. Registration 
forms are now available and need to be in by 20 December. Please contact 
MU in the Bunbury Diocese for more details.

As we can see from the wide range of articles in this issue there 
are many sides of loyalty, and many thoughts on just what it means. 
Faithfulness to God, family solidarity right through to football clubs 
and supermarkets. 

I looked up the Urban Dictionary and found: Making something 
or someone a priority and doing so in small and discrete but meaningful 
ways. Perhaps that means we should be careful who or what we grant our 
loyalty to? We are sometimes blinded by our own inability to see beyond 
the facade, or blinded by the glittering talents of some deceivers. May 
we be as Robin Ray writes on Page 10  ‘committed to protecting children 
and reestablishing safe communities loyal to God’s commandments.’

Many blessings

Susan Skowronski
Editor
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Rev’d Anne Kennedy

I’ve just come out of hospital – new diseases diagnosed, new medication – new woman on the horizon!

After passing out at the cash register of our local Coles and lying on the floor until the Ambulance arrived 
to take me to hospital, I was the entertainment of the day for customers and onlookers alike - embarrassing 
to say the least!

But I was to begin a journey of thankfulness – for the compassion of Rita, a nurse, shopping at Coles who 
took control of the situation, for staff members who called the ambulance, the Security Guard who confronted 
people “watching the show”, my family who dropped everything to come to me, the Ambulance drivers, the 
medical staff who did everything they could to make my stay as comfortable as possible, the doctors who 
diagnosed the problem and set me on a new course, the people who prayed for me and who took over my 
tasks at St Dunstan’s – I was Acting Locum for my Vicar who was on holidays.

After arriving in the Ward, I experienced a “blast from the past” – I looked around the spacious, clean 
room with a large window (new hospital, ninth floor), and I suddenly found myself back in India in 2013.  
Rob’s aunt had left money to a Rotary Club who built a school in a slum area. We were asked to visit, and 
prior to going, I contacted MU in Bangalore to see if I could meet some members. The MU members were 
wonderful.  The Provincial President travelled for nine hours on a bus to meet me and the members, around 
20 from Bangalore and other dioceses, had such incredible stories to tell about their work.  It was humbling 
to be treated so graciously.

After the meeting my daughter Melissa and I were taken to a hospital where MU supported elderly Church 
Sisters (similar to Deaconesses). MU members took food and prayed with the women, and gave wonderful 
pastoral care to them.

The four-story hospital was in poor repair; the one working lift was attended by a security guard with a 
large rife; the doors opened at one floor and we saw ‘Pediatrics’ painted roughly on the wall in red paint. The 
Sister we visited was in a small room with four iron-frame beds; there  were no curtains at the windows, or 
between beds.  A couple of rickety bedside tables stood against the paint-chipped wall.  The patient was very 
pleased to see us, and the bag of fruit that we brought – her only food.

On the way out we passed the Pharmacy – I have more medical supplies in my bathroom cupboard than 
that Pharmacy possessed.  We walked out the front door, and were confronted by a footpath covered with 
blue plastic sheet and cardboard dwellings – this street was home for hundreds of people – and I saw as one 
woman cooking a meal for her family on a wood fire built in the gutter. I mentioned my reflections to a nurse, 
and he said that coming from the Philippines, he shared my despair.

As I sat back on my push-button bed, on clean sheets, with a well-equipped bathroom, a TV for my 
personal use, and doctors and nurses on call 24 hours a day, I thought of people all around the world in 
under-resourced countries who are struggling to get any medical help.

Mothers Union members can help – our various Funds cover all sorts of needs and health and education 
are up there in our priorities.  Please remember when you are planning fundraising events and dispersing 
your funds at the end of the year – we are so lucky in this country to have so much while many of our sisters 
and their families have so little. 

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. Galatians 6: 2
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She was runt, tiny legs, medium body and a fearsome 
bark if she thought I was being threatened in any way. 
She wanted to be with me no matter the cost. Waiting 
for hours in my car, coming into Parish Council, 
chewing at blinds and doorframes if left home – just 
to be with me. I accidently kicked her in the ribs 
while out walking one day and still she ventured out 
at my side.

On the night she was 
ill I thought she would 
be better sleeping near 
the fire. I was wrong. 
She usually slept in my 
bedroom, as near to 
me as she could. Her 
loyalty was such that she 
dragged herself into my 
bedroom while I slept. 
I found her there next 
morning. She died in 
the car on the way to the 
vet. MY loyalty to her 
was amiss – misplaced, 
without proper thought. 
You could say I neglected the opportunity to get her 
proper care: at the very least to be near HER.

There are other ways in which loyalty can be 
misplaced, as suggested by this saying:  THERE’S 
S O M E T H I N G  W RO N G  W I T H  YO U R 
CHARACTER IF OPPORTUNITY CONTROLS 
YOUR LOYALTY.

You would have noticed this on others I am sure. 
Perhaps you lost your job once, or no longer held a 
‘position’ in society. Did you lose some friends? But 
noticing it in yourself is often more difficult. Have 
you faded out of someone’s life when there have been 
difficulties, unpleasantness, a fall from grace? Or 
given up one friend/relative when another has risen 
in social standing.

Loyalty is often regarded as a secular, social quality. 
People give allegiance to a country, to royalty, to a 
flag. Belonging to a footy club demands a devotion 
that puts aside financial considerations and comfort. 
Wearing the club colours, being a spectator in the 
freezing cold and pouring rain, travelling interstate 
for matches or even overseas, that is loyalty indeed. 
When you belong you pay homage to the heroes. You 

collect souvenirs, have pictures on the wall, and have 
a body of knowledge about wins and losses and the 
great characters. There is forgiveness for the fallen and 
grief for those who have died.

LOYALTY then is a part of human existence. It is 
one of the characteristics that are good and that we, 
as Christians, believe come from GOD. LOYALY 

= FAITHFULNESS and 
faithfulness is an attribute 
of God. In their wisdom our 
forebears wrote and sang of 
God’s faithfulness. He ‘is 
the faithful God who keeps 
covenant’ (Deut 7:9); and 
‘The Lord is faithful in all 
his words’ (Ps145:13).

W h e n  S t  P a u l ’ s 
congregation in Corinth was 
going off the rails, he chose 
to remind them of the God 
from whom all good things 
come. ‘God is faithful: by 
him you were called into 

the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.’ (1 
Cor 1:9). This is wonderfully hopeful reading which 
is especially helpful when we remember past failures 
or when present hassles are getting us down or angry. 
St Paul offers further encouragement based on God’s 
faithfulness. ‘God is faithful and he will not let you 
be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing 
he will also provide a way out so that you will be able 
to endure it.’ (1 Cor 10:14)

St Paul wants his congregation (and that includes 
US) to be faithful and loyal as God is faithful and 
loyal. We are urged to resist the opportunity to put 
ourself first; to deny our urge to play but to bond to 
God by praying; put aside our love of money and 
position and to embrace loving service and humility. 
Loyalty to God will build our Christian character with 
faithfulness. It will grow loyalty to God’s church and 
the people of God. And it will give allegiance to the 
poor and dispossessed.  What a character St Paul was! 
What an encourager! What a loyal follower of Christ 
and teacher of the Faith. Thanks be to God.

Lesley McLean
Prayer & Spirituality Coordinator

LOYALTY
Daisy the DachshunD was my most loyal companion. 
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what Does loyalty really mean in our moDern worlD? 

As I pondered this topic and prayed about what to share with you, I began to see loyalty as 
having many characteristics such as obedience, trust, willingness and commitment, but all of 
these characteristics depend on a relationship of some kind. Our loyalty comes from the kind of 
relationship we have with other people, our denomination, organisations, country or brands just to 
name a few. Family loyalty comes with expectations of obligations, hopefully born out of closeness 
and mutual respect. Loyalty often causes a younger sibling to follow the lead of the older sibling 
regardless of the acceptability of the behaviour. More broadly, your family loyalty might also 
extend to the local community where you grew up and to the local church. 

When we look to the bible we can see many examples of loyalty such as: 
•	 obedience to God’s call “Here am I send me” (Isaiah 6:8), 

•	 commitment to the life and faith of another “Where you go, I will go…your people shall 
be my people and your God, my God (Ruth 1:16), 

•	 trust and a willingness to answer the call ‘Follow me and he [Matthew] got up and followed 
him [Jesus] (Matthew 9:9)

Christian loyalty 
in the modern world

Robin Ray
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Where do the scriptural examples of loyalty fit with the demands of modern life and pressures 
such as brand loyalty? The retail sector constantly invites us to sign up to a particular loyalty card 
that will accrue points leading to rewards. The psychologists tell us that fostering brand loyalty 
with rewards keeps us returning to buy that company’s products for the expected benefits we 
will receive. Well it works for me! I mostly grocery shop where I can collect frequent flyer points 
to assist me to fly to visit my grandchildren overseas – meager as these point really are! Yet, as 
Christians and AMUA members the retail sector has something to teach us. Do we ever consider 
brand loyalty when it comes to our faith and the eternal rewards promised by our Lord Jesus 
Christ (see John 14:1-3)? 

Like the examples we find in scripture our membership of AMUA is founded on loyalty to God 
and God’s family. Our Mission Statement talks about Sharing Christ’s love. Our first two objects 
state that we must uphold Christ’s teaching… and encourage 
parents to bring up their children in the faith and life of the 
Church. These objects are about loyalty to God’s call on our 
lives to take an active role in our faith and social community 
especially where children and families are concerned.

When working with modern families we must realise 
that our understanding of loyalty, the way it applies in our 
lives may not be the same as the views of loyalty held by 
the current parenting generation. We need to be open to 
the notion that the definition of loyalty evolves over time. 
According to the Oxford dictionary published in 1984 
loyalty is about being faithful, true to allegiance or devoted 
to the sovereign [King or Queen]1.  Over 30 years later the 
online Oxford dictionary still includes the sovereign but  
reflects a more relaxed approach to loyalty as a strong sense of 
support or allegiance2. 

What does this shift in definition tell us about what loyalty might mean to the families among 
whom we are call as AMUA members to minister? The basis and structure of relationships is 
constantly shifting and we need to provide space to accommodate the required flexibility.  We need 
to win back the social trust in the institutional Church that has been lost through the shocking 
findings of the Royal Commission into Child Sexual Abuse. 

The blind loyalty of the past that assumed people in positions of authority and responsibility 
would be honest and behave in a Christ-like manner, is passed. True loyalty requires action, 
honesty and ethical behavior demonstrated in our own families and our community interactions.  
We must now take action to prove that we are trusted members of the community. As AMUA 
members we live out our Christian obligations to our neighbours as stated in the Two Great 
Commandments (Mark 12:30-31) and that we can support families amidst the business and 
tensions and instabilities of modern life.  

References
1. The Australian Pocket Oxford Dictionary (2nd edn) 1984, Melbourne, Oxford University Press.
2. English Oxford Living Dictionary available at https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/
loyalty
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In an important recent article, Ross Gittins of the Sydney Morning Herald pointed out that although we 
have never been better off as a nations, we are struggling with two major issues: wide-spread and damaging 
anxiety and social fragmentation. People just are not as related as they used to be; they are more alone.

Obviously, as he points out in his article, these two things are connected. You cannot have a society in 
which people fail in long term family relationships without creating anxiety and other disabilities. Gittins 
(and he is relying on social commentator Hugh McKay), points out that human beings need a power that 
transcends themselves and a sense of belonging to a group. Without saying too much, he then points to the 
significance of the collapse of faith and the proven benefits of belonging to religious groups like churches. 
We would say, we need God and we need the fellowship of the church.

There are no surprises here. This is how God has made us.

I have learned a lot from my association with MU and it is easy to see how we have a vital role in 
addressing the problems which Gittins and McKay point out.

Let me give you three observations.

First, I have met any number of, passionate and hard-working women in MU. It is true that we tend to 
be grandmothers nowadays, but there is an awful lot of wisdom in older heads. We can be good listeners, good 
pray-ers and good role models. I would say that spiritual grandmothers are more needed than ever before. 

Second, the MU movement has at its heart the need for consistent prayer. The MU Wave of Prayer has 
been in place since 1921. This means that there has been continuous prayer for MU and its special world-
wide work every day at midday for almost 100 years. 

Perhaps we should think about this more deeply. I know that to help keep us current, the prayer needs of 
our members are updated in the MU publication ‘Families Worldwide’ which is published every six months. 

But would it also be a good idea to ask your Minister for the prayer needs of your church – and for the 
Minister too, so that you can be a very practical means of support in your own spiritual family?

As well, since we live in a nation where most people ignore God and where Jesus is often merely a swear 
word, we need to bring our city, our suburb, our street, our neighbours to the Lord in prayer. As we can see 
from Ross Gittins (and as we read in the Bible!) our nation and our neighbours need to come to know the 
living God. I wonder if we fail to pray because we doubt that God can do the impossible. But Jesus said that 
with God, all things are possible – and that includes our nation turning back to him.

Members of the Anglican Mothers’ Union of Australia (AMUA) can be part of a great powerhouse of 
prayer as we commit ourselves and all we do to the God of mercy and compassion who wants everyone to 

Why 
Mothers 
Union?

ChRistine Jensen
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come to him in repentance.

Third, Mary Sumner was 
right! 

When Mary had her first 
child, she realised what a great 
responsibility she now had, 
and how little training she had 
received. She put a little motto on 
the mirror of her dressing table to 
remind her-self every day of how 
she should act. The mottos was, ‘Be yourself what you would have your child to be.’ 

After her children grew up, she thought that maybe she could help other mothers in her parish with 
the training of their children, and so, in 1876 she called together the mothers of her parish. It seems amazing 

that she felt so nervous that she had to ask her husband 
to get them to come back the next week! However, she 
didn’t give up, and from that time on, was always ready 
to speak, always asking the Lord for his help.

Of course family life has changed enormously since 
those days. But, if anything, the task of parenting has 
become more difficult and people are finding that they 
lack role models and godly help. Mary Sumner had a 
vision of a great union of mothers winning the homes of 
the nations for Christ, Her thought was that the whole 
fabric of society would be changed if all the children 

were brought up to know and love and serve the Lord – and, of course, mothers were and are, instrumental 
in achieving this.

Her vision had a great focus on making God 
known, a focus which has carried through into all we do 
this day in MU – both here in Australia and around the 
world wherever MU members are. From that vision by 
one woman has come a movement with over 4 million 
members around the world in 83 countries.

Widespread anxiety and social fragmentation have 
spiritual roots. MU is a wonderful movement created 
by God with help for these problems. We should be 
willing to do all we can (and this will mean making 
changes where necessary, even though that is hard) to help the mothers and fathers of our churches and our 
nation, sharing Christ’s love by encouraging, strengthening and supporting marriage and family life. 

What a wonderful challenge!  
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During a training session at australian council we took time to consider part of 
the fourth objective of mothers union worldwide ‘to promote conditions in society 
favorable to… the protection of children’.  

Jesus recognizes that children have faith and trust 
in the adults around them when he says “…unless 
you change and become like children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 18:3).  These 
child-like characteristics reflect the facets of loyalty 
considered elsewhere in this edition of Mia Mia. 
It also implies that children are susceptible to the 
negative influences of adults who are not loyal to 
God’s command to care for and nurture children. 
We know from experience and more recently from 
the Royal Commission into Child Sexual Abuse, 
that children are vulnerable to many forms of abuse: 
emotional abuse, physical abuse, sexual abuse spiritual 
abuse, neglect, bullying and harassment. Sadly these 
abuses are still happening in parts of society; we have 
a responsibility to protect children and equip them 
to live safely in society.

The Church values children and anyone who has 
contact with children in ministry at whatever level has 
an obligation to learn about safe ministry practices. 
Alongside regularly attending Faithfulness in Service 
training, we also need to consider the practicalities of 
how we might work to ensure 
the protection of children in 
everyday life. 

Let us begin by focusing on 
a hug. While being hugged by 
our children or grandchildren is 
a joy and a reaffirmation of our 
family relationships, forcing a 
child to show physical affection 
sends the wrong message. Children who are shamed 
or feel guilty when forced to engage in affection 
quickly get the message that they are not in control 

PrOTecTing 

chiLdren 

frOM bLind 

LOYALTY

robin ray

of their bodies and may develop blind loyalty that 
prevents them from differentiating behaviour. This 
is a dangerous message for children to receive if they 
are going to protect themselves. 

It is never alright to be made to touch another 
person when you don’t want to, even as an adult.  So 
don’t expect children to hug you especially when they 
are parishioners. Some parishioners become exuberant 
when passing the peace and expect that everyone will 
give them a hug instead of a handshake. Children 
can be caught up in this action and feel they have to 
comply because these church people are their parents 
friends or someone looks so disappointed when 
rejected by a child. Again these actions send the wrong 
message. Instead, give children a choice. 

During the service you might offer a handshake 
or a high five. As a parent or grandparent you might 
take the time to discuss the peace at home, giving 
the child time to consider their response to those 
passing the peace.  Take time to teach children 
about acceptable touch as part of the normal family 

discussions. Examples such as 
keeping private the areas of the 
body covered by a full bathing 
suit, may help children to establish 
acceptable body boundaries. As 
part of the process of regaining 
social trust in the community and 
nurturing children in the faith 
we need to work against blind 
loyalty and foster safe ministry by 

showing that we are committed to protecting children 
and reestablishing safe communities loyal to God’s 
commandments. 
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 Loyalty is an important quality of staying firm in your friendships, personal and family relationships, workplace 
or your consistent support of something or some-one.

How often do you go into a supermarket, retail store or food outlet only to be pushed into obtaining 
their loyalty card enabling rewards in the form of discounts or freebies?  These deals are simple, they just 
need some personal information; then what happens with it?  What are you really trading, for this good 
deal?  Are these businesses showing loyalty or a betrayal to their customers?   

We often become loyal to a particular product brand.  During my early childhood the only tea to be put 
in the pot was Robur.  There was no use suggesting to Mum we purchase Ty-Nee Tips tea so I could collect 
their birdlife cards. I knew what the answer would be.   Luckily for me it was Grandpa to the rescue!

Often, we see and hear incredible stories of the loyalty, dogs show in particular, toward humans either as 
pets or working as service and guide dogs.  They seem to have that natural affection and trust.  

Many will have read the book, seen the tear jerker film or maybe the statue of Greyfriars Bobby in 
Edinburgh, Scotland.  The true story of a 19th century terrier who spent 14 years guarding the grave of his 
owner until he died.   An extraordinary tale of love and loyalty.

But what about our loyalty to God?   We know even in the Christian Church our numbers are 
declining, people are turning away.  Sunday was always the Lord’s day, attending Church maybe more than 
once, going to Sunday School or the Youth group. 

Does this mean people have stopped loving God? God himself established the essence of loyalty to us 
through his promises and commitments but above all by his never-ending love for his people, whether they 
believed or not.  

Through his son Jesus Christ we are commanded to love the Lord our God with all your heart, with all 
your soul and with all your might.  The Lord also gave us the 10 commandments, it is not just a list of do 
and don’ts, but more importantly to define our relationship with others and with him.

By loving God means we are being loyal to the one God.

As we know this year our theme is In Mary Sumner’s footsteps.  What an example of love and loyalty by 
Mary, not only to her family but in her initial work to support young mothers and their families. Past and 
present members have carried this loyalty and hopefully we can pass it on.

Keep wearing your badge.

Loy
aLt

y

Proverbs 3:3   Never let go of loyalty and faithfulness; write them on your heart.

Denise Lay
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If there is one thing my parents drilled into me, it was:  

Always read the small print - it matters! 
A recent sermon by Ken Costa (UK) caught my attention, because he was urging people to be ‘small print 
people’. He spoke about Joseph of Arimathea, who went to Pilate to ask for the crucified body of Jesus, 
and many others in the Bible, whose mention is almost like small print, (barely a sentence in some cases): 
ordinary people who have done extraordinary things with God’s help, because they are followers of the 
Lord Jesus.   

As I listened to that sermon, I was reminded of the ‘little Ems (m)’ of CMS. As Gwen Mortar 
wrote: ‘In case you didn’t know, in those days there was no such thing as The Rev D… & Mrs…, or Dr…
&Mrs… It was the Rev…(m); and although we were annoyed about it at times, we wives called ourselves 
‘Little Ms’.1  

Nell Harris, was one such ‘little Em’. Just small print on the CMS records, she arrived at Oenpelli 
(Gunbalanya) as Dick’s wife in 1933.2 But she did extraordinary things, with God’s help! Despite the 
dominant views and government policies of the time which encouraged the exclusive use of English, Nell 
could see the need to express the Christian message in the local language. So, from May 1936, with the 
help of Rachel Maralngurra, Hannah Mangiru and the other Kunwinjku-speaking women of her Bible 
class, Nell began to try to translate the gospel of Mark in Kunwinjku. Those ‘small-print’ women must 
have been an absolute powerhouse – because her husband Dick recorded in his journal: ‘Christmas 1936 
we read the lesson in our church services in Gunwinggu for the first time ever.’3  

In 1938, Nell took an exercise book containing their carefully translated work to show the Secretary 
of CMS in Sydney. Astoundingly, Nell reports in her journal: ‘He wasn’t at all interested. “Lot of work,” he 
said. I forget his name.’  I am so thankful that those women pressed on, despite his lack of encouragement. 

1  Keith Hart Little Em (m). Greenfingers, Nighcliff: 1994, 1.  
2  John Harris. We wish we’d done more, Openbook publishers, Adelaide: 1998, 127-134.
3  John Harris. We wish we’d done more, Openbook publishers, Adelaide: 1998, 130.

The small print matters

KAte BeeR
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Later, in 1942, after the small 
band of women translators 
received some assistance from 
the linguist Arthur Capell, 
the Gospel of Mark was 
published.  

The world may have 
treated Rachel, Hannah 
and Nell as merely small 
print, but under God, they 
began something incredibly 
significant. 

As Elizabeth Appleby 
wrote, ‘For women today 
to be considered a “little 
(m)” … is unthinkable.’4 

But in the Kingdom of God, small print is significant – a bit like a mustard seed….? And throughout 
the celebration in Gunbalanya for the dedication of the Kunwinjku New Testament,  we heard about the 
many, many ‘small-print’ people who had worked towards this precious book.  

I talked afterwards with a Kunwinjku speaker named Leander. She proudly told me how she 
belonged to that line of translators because she was raised by Sarah, who was the daughter of Rachel, that 
translator who worked alongside Nell. Leander also told me how important it was to her to learn from her 
minister and how she aspires to train to keep going with that work. 

So today, I am thanking God for small print, and I’m thinking of all the ‘small-print’, ordinary 
followers of Jesus, who I know – some of whom are MU members! I’m praying that you would not lose 
heart, (2 Cor 4), even if people around you are discouraging, and that God would bring Kingdom fruit 
from your efforts.   

Post Script: It should be noted that CMS policy since 1965 has been VERY much in support of Bible 
Translation. CMS missionaries Steve and Narrelle Etherington spent around 30 years supporting and 
encouraging the Kunwinjku speakers of Gunbalanya to complete that NT translation work which Nell Harris 
began!

Rev. Kate Beer is the 
Ministry Development 
Officer of the Diocese of 
the Northern Territory. 

Photo opposite page  Nell 
Harris’ original exercise 
book of 1936

 Above:  Kate with Rev. Lois 
& new mini-bible. 

Left: Leander with Rev. Lois

4  Keith Hart Little Em (m). Greenfingers, Nighcliff: 1994, v.  
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O Jesus I have promised to serve Thee to the end… 

The words of this old hymn1trip so easily from my tongue 
as I sing in the company of others. I really mean it! As I 
really meant it when I made my public confession of faith in 
Confirmation.2 But it is so easy to forget that promise when I 
am confronted with difficulties in my life which seem unfair 
and are certainly unsought. It is so easy to forget when I am in 
the company of others who don’t care a fig for Jesus, and who 
belittle those who openly confess to loving and serving him. 
It is so easy to forget when my will is thwarted and I can’t get 
my own way. So, I often forget that promise and indulge in 
self-pity (“Lord, I didn’t sign up for this-it’s too hard”), self-
protection (“Lord, if I speak out for you now I’ll lose these 
friends and then I won’t be able to witness to them at all”) 
or self-interest (“Lord, I’m sick of kow-towing to my boss/
husband/the other members of MU…) and my promise to 
serve Jesus “to the end” goes out the window.

However, as the verses of this hymn unfold it’s clear 
that John Bode understood the difficulties we face as we seek 
to live as faithful disciples of Christ. He understood that we 
face battles from without and within. He understood that the 
temptations of the world can so dazzle us that our vision of 
Jesus is dimmed and our hearts drawn away from him to serve 
other “gods”. He understood that in order to follow faithfully 
in the steps of Jesus we must utterly depend on him. He 
understood that Jesus is not only our Master, to whom we owe 
absolute loyalty, but he is also our Saviour, who enables us to 
live as forgiven children of God, and he is our Friend, who has 
promised never to leave us or forsake us.

So this hymn is not just something to sing in church and 
then forget. It can be a wonderful prayer in which we reaffirm 
our loyalty to Jesus and our determination to stick with him 
through thick and thin. It can be a plea for him to stick with 
us and so enable us to keep this promise, and it can be a joyful 
reminder that loyalty to Jesus has a wonderful reward- a place 
prepared for us in His Father’s house. Will you join me, not 
just in singing it, but also in praying it regularly?

Christine Brain
Overseas & Outreach Coordinator

1  John Bode, 1869, Hymn 514, Australian Hymn Book, Public 
Domain
2  The Bishop says, “Will you …by God’s grace, strive t live your 
whole life as a disciple of Christ, loving God with all your heart, and your 
neighbour as yourself?” and the candidate answers, “I will, with God’s 
help.” APBA p.88

1.O Jesus, I have promised 
  To serve Thee to the end; 
Be Thou forever near me, 
  My Master and my Friend; 
I shall not fear the battle 
  If Thou art by my side, 
Nor wander from the pathway 
  If Thou wilt be my Guide.

2. Oh, let me feel Thee near me; 
  The world is ever near; 
I see the sights that dazzle, 
  The tempting sounds I hear; 
My foes are ever near me, 
  Around me and within; 
But, Jesus, draw Thou nearer, 
  And shield my soul from sin.

3. Oh, let me hear Thee 
speaking, 
  In accents clear and still, 
Above the storms of passion, 
  The murmurs of self-will; 
Oh, speak to reassure me, 
  To hasten, or control; 
Oh, speak, and make me listen, 
  Thou Guardian of my soul.

4. O Jesus, Thou hast promised 
  To all who follow Thee 
That where Thou art in glory 
  There shall Thy servant be; 
And Jesus, I have promised 
  To serve Thee to the end; 
Oh, give me grace to follow, 
  My Master and my Friend.

5. Oh, let me see Thy footmarks, 
  And in them plant mine own; 
My hope to follow duly 
  Is in Thy strength alone. 
Oh, guide me, call me, draw me, 
  Uphold me to the end; 
And then in Heaven receive me, 
  My Saviour and my Friend.

 ... TO The end

TO Serve Thee
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pinjarra, western australia...
Jean’s wedding

The sun shone gloriously for the bride of the year 
in the Diocese of Bunbury. President Jean married 
Mervyn at St Mary’s Coolup (just south of Pinjarra).   
Jean was attended by her sister Chris who had flown 
out from the UK to be there.   Chris brought with 
her the magnificent white lace two piece outfit from 
Jean’s favourite dress shop in the UK.

Mervyn was attended by his son and they  looked 
magnificent as they stood waiting (very patiently) for 
Jean’s arrival for the ceremony conducted by the Rev’d 
James Tabor, parish priest from St John’s, Pinjarra.

Jean wore crystal jewellery designed and handmade 
by her sister in the UK, carrying her Prayer Book Jean 
walked down the aisle smiling broadly at Mervyn.

On Saturday 19th May 2018 the sun 
shone gloriously in Windsor 
for the bride of the year...

toowoomba Queensland...
a right royal occasion

St. Luke’s Mothers Union Toowoomba members held a planning 
meeting in January and included a fund raising event to help defray 
Conference expenses. The theme – ‘A Right Royal Occasion’. We 
chose the date – the 19th May.  Divine Guidance?? Indeed!!

The mood was set for a very 
successful afternoon: the stage 
setting – an upper class drawing room; bunting and flags, photos of royalty; high 
tea, served on our very best china brought from home. Musical entertainment, 
a royal trivia quiz, best dressed lady and gent competition. The Rolls Royce 
complete with the British flag welcomed our guests, and together with a 
trumpet fanfare courtesy of Dr John Standley and Toowoomba’s Town Crier, 
plus beautiful weather.

Attendance exceeded all expectations; guests excelled themselves in their 
dress – top hats and tails for a number of gentlemen; and smartly dressed ladies 
displaying their jewellery and finery.  The hall was a buzz with laughter, chatter 
and the singing of the Royal Anthem and Auld Lang Syne rang in the rafters. 
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AMUA Members in Hervey Bay gathered 
at Dianne Smith’s home in July and for 
the annual “Love in a Shoebox” packing 
of shoeboxes. 

Members enjoyed assembling the 
shoeboxes after morning tea.  Donations 
of suitable items to fill the shoeboxes 
are received, sorted and packed then 
forwarded to children overseas. 

Cherelle Mungomery

Lady Day was celebrated in Geelong at 
All Saints’ Church Newtown with MU 
members from the region ,encompassing 
the area from Sunbury to the Bellarine 
Peninsular. The red carpet and Mothers 
Union Banners provided a note of colour 
on an overcast Autumn day.

The beautiful  service prepared by MU 
members of All Saints’ was conducted by 
the Reverand Philip Trouse with guest 
preacher Bishop Philip Huggins, our 
Diocesan President Elaine Longford and Region Coordinator Bev Cottell also able to join us.

A time of fellowship was enjoyed over lunch by the fifty plus members giving us all a chance to make new 
friends, greet old ones and avail ourselves of the goods from “The Travelling Suitcase”  We are particularly 
grateful to Margaret Dunbar and Glenda Gibbons for organising the many products from the MU shop for 
sale and being prepared to travel to Geelong , allowing our members to continue to support the fundraising 
efforts in this way.

Helen Lucas

Lady day in geelong

On 28 July, we held the first Ladies Breakfast for 
the year. It was held at St George Bluff point in 
Geraldton. The 45 Ladies in attendance enjoyed 
the breakfast graciously cooked and served by 
spouses.

Our guest speaker Melinda Spackman, wife 
of the Minister in Charge at Bluff Point, spoke 
to us about her life as she was growing up, and 
how she became a Christian. Her presentation 
was supported by a Power Point overview. She 
was able to hold the attention of the audience 
for over 40 minutes - and they still asked for more. We thank God for Melinda and her family’s faithfulness; 
and His blessings upon us all.

Gladys Sutton

LAdieS’ breAKfAST in gerALdTOn

Mothers Union at work in hervey bay
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50  Years -boronia, victoria

Beve Gibson and Annette Hill recently received 
their 50 year membership badges and certificates 
from Pastor Vaughn Spring, at St Paul’s Anglican 
Church, Boronia Victoria.

 Long Service - Pittsworth

Joyce Bailey of Pittsworth (centre)  was presented with 
a 60 year  membership badge and Pat Drury (right)
of  Toowoomba West a 50 year badge by Brisbane 
Diocesan President Bev Perry at the Pittsworth 
Friendship Day in June. Shirley Erhardt (left) of 
Pittsworth received a scroll to mark 10 years of 
membership

In May, Deanery President Nola Collins, presented 
scrolls to three of our members. Wendy Vann 
(right) received her 10 Year Scroll, Rosemaree 
Lewis  (left) and Joan Cooper (centre)received 30 
Year Scrolls. In the photograph Rosemaree is on 
the left,Wendy is on the right and Joan is in the 
middle.

everton park, qld

Towards the end of 4 weeks of school holidays, 
MUNT organised a craft morning for the younger 
children in Darwin and Palmerston. 

We concentrated on paper crafts such as 
dinosaurs and other animals made from paper 
plates and decorated, a tricky wallet, various ways 
of making kites, bracelets, folded hearts to make 
picture frames and finally egg cartons decorated and 
filled with soil and seeds. 

The morning was finished off with a sausage 
sizzle and fruit. Really good fun!

Patricia Williams

crAfT MOrning - 
dArWin
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MArY SUMner dAY AT WAngArATTA
Members from the Wangaratta Diocesan MU branches and some Lone Members 
attended the 2018 Celebration at Holy Trinity Cathedral and Purbrick Hall at 
Wangaratta, hosted by the parish of Central Goulburn Mother’s Union branch. 
Their President Mary Greenshields presided over the executive meeting and 
welcomed the guest speakers.

First speaker was Mrs Beverly Ovens who wore her Myanmar MU uniform 
pictured at left.  Beverly was able to talk to the MU members about her 
experiences in Myanmar and how she organized and attended MU conferences 
in that country where there are many poor people who live in difficult times.

Second speaker Mrs Margaret Rippon pictured below came from Shepparton 
accompanied by her husband Fr Gunner Rippon.  They moved to Australia from 
the UK in the 60’s.  She said she felt like the 
New Kid on the Block when her husband became 
a priest. ‘Her talk began with thoughts that 
related to similar things as in Mary Sumner’s 
day. 

Margaret was able to share some of the 
activities, events and projects she has worked 
with in William Western Australia and Bunbury 
Cathedral for support to various folk in need. 
Margaret also spoke about her life in Bunbury 

Western Australia. She is active in the Shepparton parish and said the funds 
raised from some of their projects saw swags, Joy bags, and funds donated to 
Anglicare, the Salvation Army, a mobile food van, and Uniting Care. 

The church hall was rocking with 
all the laughter, singing, whistling 
and novelty dancing by guests 
who attended the Anglican Parish 
of Central Goulburn’s Morning 
Melodies.

Organisers would like to thank 
to all who supported the June 14 
fundraiser Morning Tea and Morning 
Melodies with Trevor Dennis; a great 
entertainer from Bailieston. The 
annual event was held at the Seymour 
Christ Church Hall with MU 
members from Avenel, Nagambie 
and Seymour hosting the event. Visitors came from Kilmore, Broadford, and surrounding districts...

Trevor and his counterpart, MU compere Di Grant, had the guests up and dancing the Chicken dance 
and Hokey Pokey, and singing along to the old time favourites that Trevor melodiously presented on the day. 
From Rock around the clock to Unforgettable, many songs Trevor sang brought back many fond memories of 
years gone by. 

The funds go towards the annual Mother’s Union Overseas and Outreach programs. 
Di Grant

 MOrning MeLOdieS - central goulburn

With a little bit of this and a little bit of that and you shake your butt! 
Members enjoying the Chicken dance 
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On 23 February 
2018, 600 women (and 
a couple of men) filled St Andrew’s 
Cathedral for the annual Mothers’ Union conference. 
In the past few years the conference has been held in the Chapter 
House but due to the large number of women attending the conference 
relocated to the cathedral.

The day began with a welcome from Wendy Mayer, Diocesan President 
of MU Sydney who introduced the Dean of the Cathedral - Kanishka 
Raffel. Kanishka spoke on the theme of Contentment from Psalm 16 
explaining that true contentment comes from four things: 

1. Contentment in relationship with God and knowing Him
2. Contentment in God’s provision 
3. Contentment in God’s direction for our lives – that is, His instructions in the Scriptures 
4. Contentment in God’s resurrection – that is, the certain hope that our future is secure and guaranteed 

As Dean Raffel said ‘The theme of Psalm 16 is that we find contentment 
when we take refuge in God.’ Certainly for many women I spoke to Psalm 
16 was a highlight for the day.

The bible talk was followed by the first talk from the keynote speaker Dr 
Jenny Brown who, while drawing on her expertise in Psychology, began 
by setting her material in a Biblical context. She argued that stress is a 
symptom of the fallen world and is part of the groaning that is experienced 
this side of Christ’s return.

Dr Brown explained the difference between anxiety and stress and spelt out 
the physical aspects of the stress response. Stress exists in our environment 

and comes from our choices. Sometimes stress is real and sometimes it is imagined or exaggerated. Sometimes 
the distortions of worry can lead to some debilitating symptoms. However, ultimately God speaks into this 
reality of our fallen world with the words of Philippians 4:6 ‘Don’t worry about anything, but in everything, 
through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.’

Jenny Brown’s first talk set the groundwork for her second address looking at some practical aspects of 
relationships within the family and the church. Dr Brown showed that as anxiety increases then relationships 

Dr Jenny Brown with Wendy Mayer

SYdneY cOnference 
2018
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r e f l e c t  t h a t 
i n c r e a s i n g 
i n t e n s i t y  i n 
different ways.

Her key point 
was that stress 
i m p a c t s  t h e 
whole family 
and if you can 
manage your 
own anx ious 
responses it can have a positive impact on the whole family. Dr 
Brown gave some helpful steps in dealing with symptoms of stress 
for parents, within marriages and within the family of God.

Her final point was to remind the attendees that God’s Spirit was 
doing a work of regeneration in all God’s people. As a result we 
should aim for responsible, wise, disciplined efforts of dependence 
on God in ourselves and to pray for that in others (rather than 
trying to ‘fix them’).

Throughout the conference a number of books were recommended 
including:

•	 Jenny Brown’s own ‘Growing yourself up: How to bring your 
best to all of life’s relationships.’ 

•	 Paul E. Miller’s ‘A Praying Life: Connecting with God in a 
Distracting World’, 

•	 Edward T. Welch’s ‘Side by Side: Walking with Others in 
Wisdom and Love’.

•	 A couple of devotional books by Nancy Guthrie on death 
and suffering; ‘Be Still, My Soul’ and ‘O Love that Will 
Not Let Me Go: Facing Death with Courageous Confidence 
in God.’ 

The attendees were also made aware of the variety of ministries that 
Mothers’ Union is involved in including Families Equip a parenting 
course, the MU Shop located in Town Hall arcade, serving tea and 
coffee at the children’s courts and many other projects.

Mothers’ Union is planning to run another conference on a similar 
topic in Fairy Meadow later in the year. Check out the Mothers’ 
Union website (www.musydney.org.au) for further details.

Written by Victoria Colgan
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Advance care directives

In June this year, a special information morning 
entitled “Advance Care Directives – Who Needs 
Them and Why”, was held by the Alstonville Branch 
of Anglican Mothers Union Australia (AMUA) at St 
Bartholomew’s Anglican Church, Alstonville. 

 Earlier in the year, Dr. Paul Earner, a local GP 
and a member of our Congregation, happened to 
ask two of our MU members if they had an Advance 
Care Directive.  One did but wanted to know more, 
and the other said they didn’t know how to go about 
it!  As a result of this conversation plans were put in 
place to hold a community information morning on 
this topic, in June, with Dr. Earner as the Presenter. 

Invitations were extended to members of our own Church community, other Mothers Union branches 
and people from the local community.  On the day, we were delighted that our Diocesan AMUA President 
Sandra Chambers was able to attend and support us on this initiative.  Goolmangar, Ballina and Casino 
MU Branches also joined us, so that, along with members of the public, by our start time our audience had 
swelled to over 60.

Our Rector, Rev. Dr. Desiree Snyman welcomed everyone and provided an informed introduction to our 
presenter, Dr. Paul Earner.  His PowerPoint presentation commenced with a definition of an Advance Care 
Directive as a document that provided certainty concerning your future health care preferences and the sort 
of medical care you would want for yourself if you were unable to make that decision in such circumstances 
as being unconscious, unable to communicate or severely demented. 

The Presentation then provided clear explanations of the wording and intention of each section of the 
document which, he added, when properly completed, was a legally binding document. Despite the seriousness 
of the topic, Dr. Paul managed to add occasional light touches of humour which were much appreciated by 
the audience.  A discussion time followed, concluding with each person being given a copy of an Advance 
Care Directive. 

President Joyce Shepherd thanked Dr. Paul Earner for his excellent presentation, and thanked our sound 
and computer system person, 
Mark Stuckey for his time 
and assistance.  The morning 
concluded with a morning 
tea supplied by MU members 
and Dr. Paul being available 
for  fur ther  d i scuss ion.  
Comments received indicated 
that people had very much 
appreciated being given clear 
and detailed information and 
that for many it removed “the 
fear” from the whole process.  

Gerri White
Social Issues and Action
Co-ordinator,
Grafton Diocese

Joyce Shepherd, Dr Paul Earner, Rev Dr Desiree 
Snyman & Gerri White
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PArT 1: PeAce & recOnciLiATiOn WiTh gOd

JeSUS’ SUMMArY Of The LAW
matthew 22:37-40 
37 Jesus replied: ‘love the lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour 
as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.’ (NIV)

Q. 1. Is it possible for us to love God with ‘all our heart and with all our soul and all our mind’? See 
what the Bible says:
mark 7:6-8,20-23
6 Jesus replied, ’Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: ‘These people 
honour me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 
7 They worship me in vain; their teachings are merely human rules.’8 You have let go of the commands of 
God and are holding on to human traditions.’
20 He went on: ’What comes out of a person is what defiles them. 21 For it is from within, out of a person’s 
heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, murder,22 adultery, greed, malice, deceit, 
lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 23 All these evils come from inside and defile a person.’
romans 3:9-11 
9 What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage? Not at all! For we have already made the charge 
that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. 10 As it is written: ‘There is no one righteous, not 
even one;11  there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God…20 Therefore no one will be 
declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of 
our sin. (NIV)
Q. 2. How do the following passages show us God’s remedy?
romans 3:21-26  
21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the 
Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 

difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ 
as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to 
be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, 
because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand 
unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the 

bringing iT hOMe-
Thinking about Peace and 
reconciliation Personally

Christine Brain
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present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those 
who have faith in Jesus. (NIV)
romans 5:1-2  

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through 
whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which 
we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 
(NIV) 

colossians 1:19-20  
19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 
(NIV)

Q.3. Spend some time reflecting on God’s kindness to us in making it possible for us to be at peace 
with him, and so love him wholeheartedly. You might like to express your gratitude to him by writing a 
prayer or poem or by drawing a picture.

PArT 2: PeAce & recOnciLiATiOn WiTh OTherS

matthew 22:37-40 
37 Jesus replied: ’‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘love your neighbour as 
yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.’ (NIV)

Q. 1. What do you think it means to love your neighbour? (Make a list)
Q.2. Look at the following verses and list what (if any) additional ideas about loving your neighbour 
you find in them.

matthew 5:7and 9
7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. (NIV)
romans 12:17-21 
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone.18 If it is possible, 
as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave 
room for God’s wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: 
‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will 
heap burning coals on his head.’ 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (NIV)
1 corinthians 13:4-7  
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonour 
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in 
evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. (NIV)
colossians 3:12-15  
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a 
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which 
binds them all together in perfect unity.
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And 
be thankful. (NIV)

Q3. Are there people in your life whom you do not love as Jesus calls us to do? Think about just one (or 
perhaps two) in particular. What can you do to change this?

Commit this plan of action to God in prayer.
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It is probably a reasonable starting point to understand 
that if God is God, Creator and Sustainer of the 
universe He would have some claim over how we 
are best to live and to learn a little of our personal 
character development.

In addressing King Belshazzar (Daniel 5:22-24) 
Daniel reminded the king that he did not honour God 
who holds in his hand your life and all your ways. The 
kings in this time of history believed they had the 
power of life and death over their subjects – Those 
the king wanted put to death, he put to death. (5:19)

Saint Paul, in his Men of Athens speech, challenged 
the members of the Areopagus and reminded them 
God needs nothing, Rather, He himself gives everyone 
life and breath and everything else. (Acts 17:25)

God deserves, and demands exclusivity of our 
worship and our loyalty to His calling. The Ten 
Commandments, originally given to the children of 
Israel in their exodus out of Egypt, out of the land of 
slavery is very clear about our need to worship Him 
only. It may be helpful to turn to Exodus Chapter 20 
to read the whole chapter in the light of our thinking 
of love, loyalty and faithfulness.

Sin, caused by our sinfulness, is the replacement 
of God as our Lord with anything that usurps His 
Divine Authority as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
This is the common lot of all humankind, and it is 
the common problem that creates the tension in 
Christians between being in Adam and being in Christ.

The beautiful book of God’s wisdom, the book 
of Proverbs advises us Let love and faithfulness never 
leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on 
the tablet of your heart. Then you will win favour and 
a good name in the sight of God and man (Proverbs 
3:3-4). There are examples in the Bible of wearing 
something around our neck like a garland – a winner’s 
garland. Your parent’s teaching is a garland to grace 
your head. (Proverbs 1:8-9). Writing them on the 
tablet of our heart would need a chisel so that the 
writing is more of a permanent engraving. Think 
of the importance of these images and we start to 
gain some understanding of the permanence and 

successful living attached to loyalty and faithfulness. 
Faithful can also be extended from being loyal, but 
we are encouraged to make our life full of faith like 
a two way street. True loyalty springs from the heart 
and is wrapped in love. It is often in our most private 
moments that true loyalty, or the lack of it, is made 
known. Loyalty and faithfulness are excellent character 
qualities that reflect God’s character. The dictionary 
defines the meaning of loyalty and includes allegiance, 
devotion, fidelity, trustworthiness, integrity, honesty, 
reliability, truthfulness and more.

God links love and loyalty with the marriage vows, 
and the prayer book marriage service defines holy 
Matrimony; which is an honourable estate, instituted 
of God in the time of man’s innocency, signifying 
unto us the mystical union that is betwixt Christ 
and his Church; which holy estate Christ adorned 
and beautified with his presence (1662 Marriage 
Service Book of Common Prayer). Faithfulness and 
loyalty within a marriage or between people is but 
a reflection of the faithfulness and loyalty in our 
walk with the Lord.

A very common example of the practical 
outworking of personal loyalty in the Bible is found 
in the book of Ruth. It is a short book of only a 
few pages, and you may like to pause to read it 
now. It is helpful to understand the historical and 
personal context of the situation. Bethlehem was 
the home village and because of a famine, Ruth’s 
family of her husband and two sons travelled across 
the River Jordan in the region of the Dead Sea into 
the area occupied by the Moabites. Read Genesis 
19:30-38 to read how Moab came into the world, 
and we read in Numbers 25 of the consequences of 
the Israelites becoming involved with the Moabites. 
Sexual unfaithfulness soon merges with spiritual 
unfaithfulness, and God’s warnings were very 
specific. Yet we read that Naomi’s sons married 
Moabite women! We also read Ruth’s faithfulness 
and loyalty to her mother-in-law Naomi extended 
beyond a filial connection. It became a strong 
spiritual connection. Where you go, I will go, and 
where you stay, I will stay. Your people will be my 
people, and your God, my God.(Ruth 1:16)

The task accepted by membership in and of 
Mothers’ Union is a critical task in the economy 
of God, particularly in the climate of today when 
the basic tenets of love, faithfulness, loyalty and 
marriage are all in question and challenged if they 
are questioned at all.

May you be encouraged to hold on to what is good, 
reject every kind of evil. (1 Thess 5:21-22)

John Cronshaw

LOVE, 
 LOYALTY 
    &
  FAITHFULNESS
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Vale, Joyce Arabella Hayman. OAM

12 January 1923 - 5 April 2018

Born Joyce Snodgrass into a Lakemba family of four children, her 
early life was a reflection of the times, the Great Depression, the 
closure of her Father’s business, the natural ability of her family to 
live simply in tough times, to be close and resilient. 

At 17 Joyce gave her life to Jesus at a tent mission in Wollongong. 
She went on to share her faith, encouraging other towards Jesus 
through her words and actions for 80 years. About this time 
her father remarried and a half-sister was born, twenty years 
her junior. Joyce trained as an apprentice dressmaker and later 
nursing, skills which would be often used in the years ahead.

In her late teens Joyce met Theo Hayman, a brother 
of her friend whose parents were Missionaries in China. Theo, after a stint in the army had trained at 
Moore College intending to be an Army Chaplain. With the end of the war Theo completed his training 
as a clergyman and they were married in 1946, a partnership which under God enabled them to do 
extraordinary ministry together for the next 62 years.

Following curate postings to East Willoughby and Castlecrag in Sydney they joined BCA in South 
Australia setting off to drive the 2000km in their little Morris with its canvas top.  Their first child David 
was born in Ceduna, three weeks early after a frantic drive 110km across the sand dunes. Theo and Joyce 
spent seven years in Ceduna growing their family by two more sons. Life was tough with isolation from 
family, with low stipends, with a wood stove, extreme heat and dust and dirt, a snake in the kitchen and 
a once a week bath! Theo was away for weeks at a time and during this time her children were Joyce’ 
companions. 

After BCA, parish work began with MU a real focus for Joyce, she led many groups and supported 
Theo in his ministry wherever they were sent. . A daughter was born in during their time in Adelaide and 
Theo and Joyce opened their home to many.  Appointments to Tamworth and later, Willoughby followed 
and in the years between Theo was the Federal Secretary of BCA. 

A quote from the time... “Joyce was seen as an incredible witness to her faith and such an example to 
many women. Together with Theo, they were used in a special way, as wise and gentle pastors”.

In Sydney without a parish God used Joyce mightily. She became one of the first female Synod 
Representatives and later the first female People’s Warden at St Aidan’s Longueville. 

Joyce had a heart for MU. Joyce was a Sydney Executive member with the position of Social 
Responsibilities Convenor, starting the Court Program which continues 45 years later where she continued 
volunteering into her 80’s. She set up and worked with others from MU, the Host Family Scheme assisting 
new arrivals and so much more.

At the age of 88 years, Joyce was awarded the OAM. Joyce’s response to her award is summed up in 
this quote:

“ I was stunned when, on Australia Day 2011, I was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia 
(OAM) for services to the community through the Mothers’ Union in the Anglican Church. The 
NSW Governor, Professor Marie Bashir, presented the award at Government House on the 4th of May. 
Over the years I have greatly appreciated the fellowship and teaching of MU. As an ordinary person, I am 
humbled and honoured to have been given this award which I share with MU - to God be the Glory.” 
SNAPSHOT, NUFFIELD VILLAGE, 2011

We praise God for the long life of this ordinary woman made extraordinary in Christ.

Loyalty to god, to family, to MU and her community...
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Flowers play a very important part in the DiFFerent inDian 
cultures anD Festivals. 
New Delhi is full of many beautiful gardens including the Mughal Gardens at the President’s residence which 
are open to the public in spring (February and March). The Gardens have an amazing collection of Indian 
and European flowers and even a ‘singing garden’ where fountains and piped music combine with the flowers 
to create a most magical atmosphere.

Phool Waalon Ki Sair meaning ‘procession of the florists’ is an annual celebration by the flowers sellers 
of Delhi. During this three-day festival, flower sellers pray for a better flower season in the coming year.  
The origin of Phool Waalon Ki Sair goes to 1812, during the reign of the Mughal Emperor Akbar Shah II. 
The Emperor was not happy with his eldest son Siraj Uddin ‘Zafar’ (Bahadur Shah Zafar II) and wanted to 
nominate his younger son Mirza Jahangir as the Heir Apparent (Wali-Ahad). The then British Resident in 

the Red Fort, Sir Archibald Seton was opposed to this as Mirza Jahangir had once fired a shot at him. Seton 
escaped but his orderly was killed, and Mirza Jahangir was exiled to Allahabad under Seton’s orders. Mirza 
Jahangir’s mother, Queen Mumtaz Mahal Begum, was distraught and took a vow that if her son was released 
from Allahabad she would offer a chadar (garment that covers the body from head to foot) of flowers at the 
dargah of the 13th century Sufi saint, Khwaja Bakhtiar ‘Kaki’ at Mehrauli in the south-west of modern Delhi. 
When Mirza Jahangir was released after a couple of years, Mahal Begum went to Mehrauli to redeem her 
vow. For seven days there was much merrymaking at Mehrauli with Jhoolas (swings) in the mango groves, 
kites flying, wrestling and swimming bouts. A chadar made of flowers was offered at the Dargah of Khwaja 
Bakhtiar Kaki. As the Mughal Emperor was secular minded, a floral offering in the shape of a floral pankha 
(fan) was offered at the famous Yogmaya Temple which is also in Mehrauli.

It was decided the festival would be held annually after the rains and people of all communities would 
offer pankha and chadar at the Dargah of Khwaja Bakhtiar Kaki and pankha and floral offering at Yogmaya 
Temple. The Imperial Court was moved to Mehrauli for the seven days of the festival which reached its 
pinnacle during the reign of Siraj-Uddin ‘Zafar’, the last Mughal emperor Bahadur Shah ‘Zafar’. Bahadur 
Shah ‘Zafar’ went to celebrate Phool Waalon Ki Sair even in 1857 when Delhi was under siege of the British. 
This was the last Phool Waalon Ki Sair under the Mughals. The festival was temporarily stopped by the British 
during Mahatama Gandhi’s ‘Quit India’ movement in 1942. It was revivied by Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru in 
1961. Ever since, it has been organised by the Anjuman Sair-E-Gul Faroshan society.

Today, this tradition celebrates the spirit of harmony among the people of Delhi. Usually held in November 
every year, Phool Waalon ki Sair  follows the traditional format with a mela or fair for the local people at the 
mango orchards at Mehrauli, and the presentation of floral pankhas (fans) by flower-sellers and citizens of all 
faiths at the dargah of Khwaja Bakhtiyar Kaki. Side events include a procession of shehnai players and locals 
to the residence of the lieutenant governor of Delhi and to the Delhi Secretariat for presentation of pankhas 
to the chief minister. There is also a programme of qawaalis (devotional songs) and finally floral pankhas and 
chattra offered at the Yogmaya temple. The finale is a dance programme presented by cultural troupes from 
different states. 

celebrating  unity  in 

diversity  with flowers

indrani ganguly
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FROM 
  TEENAGER 

TO YOUNG 
ADULT
marlene newell

St. James’ Dandenong Mothers’ Union Evening 
Fellowship have watched Rebekah Parker, daughter of 
our Vicar grow from a school girl of ten to a lady of 20, 
currently undertaking a double degree of commerce 
and economics at Monash University.   When the 
opportunity to study abroad was offered she knew 
she had to apply. This programme allows students 
to undertake either one semester or a full year at one 
of Monash University’s approved exchange partners. 
Rebekah was accepted at Queen Mary University of 
London to commence in January 2018.   

After a long flight, she arrived at the University, 
opened the door to her room and was confronted with 
emptiness, a bed, but no bedding and no supplies. 
Reality hit home – she was sharing a 5 bedroom flat.  
Rebekah realised she needed to be resourceful, take 
the initiative, not sit around wasting time.  There was 
a vast climate change leaving Melbourne in January’s 
summer and arriving in London in mid winter: the 
coldest weather in 10 years, a blizzard referred to as 
the ‘beast from the east’.  Amongst a box of ‘freebies’ 
given to help settle in  was a box of macaroni and 
cheese.  She had not yet bought cutlery so was faced 
with the problem ‘how do I eat this bowl of pasta 
without resorting to using my fingers’... she found 
two pens which she used as chopsticks.

It was soon time to commence her study. Since 
returning home she has received her results for these 
four subjects gaining four first classes, or “HDs”. She is 
a keen photographer and started posting photos of her 
trip on an online platform Instagram. The University 
of London’s marketing team noticed and invited her to 
be an ambassador for the exchange programme. This 
involved posting on behalf of the university on their 
social media platforms, as well as a few professional 
photo-shoots.  Rebekah was featured in a campaign for 
the Queen Mary University of London study abroad 
programme, showing a camera crew around a day in 
my life as an international student in London.

Rebekah took advantage of the close proximity to 
Europe and travelled to Paris by Eurostar and fell in 
love with Paris.  With friends she travelled to Dublin 

to celebrate her 20th birthday.   Lots of celebrations 
were going on in Dublin and a lot of green beers!   In 
the April holidays she took a fourteen day Contiki 
tour to nine countries through Europe, required very 
high energy, but gave her a great oversight of what to 
explore in the future.

Some of the places visited during her time in 
London included, Tower of London, St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, Houses of Parliament 
– Big Ben was covered in scaffolding, Covent Garden, 
Buckingham Palace.   Venturing outside London 
included Cambridge, Bath, Stonehenge, Brighton, 
Windsor Castle a nd had choral evensong in St. 
George’s Chapel.

But the  BiG Highlight was going with friends 
to Windsor and being part of the crowd at the Royal 
Wedding, Prince Harry and the Duchess of Sussex 
passed right in front of where they were standing

In Rebekah’s own words: My six months abroad 
in Europe was hands down the most rewarding thing 
I’ve ever done. It is only upon coming home I realised 
the magnitude of what I have achieved.  But in saying 
that it was also a lot more challenging than I thought 
it would be. There were times of homesickness and one 
of these times was Easter, I truly felt the weight of this 
when I went to my local church for Easter Sunday.   As 
the organ began to play, and a familiar tune sounded 
through the church I knew I had been missing such an 
important part of my life. I realised how special my second 
family here at St. James is, and I couldn’t wait to come 
back to church and to the choir.  Despite all of this, I 
believe overcoming these challenges through the support 
of my family, and through prayer I have become so much 
stronger. I have learnt so much about the world but also 
about myself.   I learned to take risks, to embrace change 
and to appreciate the world in a new way.  I feel a lot 
more independent, willing to accept responsibility and 
ready to approach the next stage in my adult life.’

Here is a young Christian lady full of the joy of 
life, her faith, sharing in so many ways, and we at St 
James have been truly blessed to watch her grow in 
stature and maturity. 



28/SPRING 2018                                             

MU members converged from every direction, some from long distances, to attend Lady Day at St. George’s 
Cathedral in Perth.  Diocesan President Kaye Healy welcomes everyone. There is a reading from Micah before 
we share a reading of The Magnificat.  Mary is such a significant figure in our Christian faith, the ‘God-bearer’, 
as the Dean of Perth, The Very Reverend Richard Pengelley, refers to her.  

Following the Service we gather in the adjacent Burt Hall. The guest speaker, the Rev’d. Robert Healy 
(husband of President Kaye Healy), Bush Ministry Administrator for the North-West of Western Australia, 
shares his experience and photographs of missionaries and their families, and their places of worship in 
these distant regions.  MU branches in the Diocese of Perth have been given a north-west branch as a sister 
branch.  This new venture has much promise, for sharing and for encouragement between branches in the 
Perth Diocese and these regions in the State’s north-west.  I know Guildford branch has been connected to 
the Shark Bay branch, and we have already connected 
with these members, including them in prayer, and know 
this will bear fruit in the future.  Robert’s photographs 
remind us that the church in Shark Bay is made of shells.  
It ‘breathes’, he says, the tiny shells from so named Shell 
Beach having become compacted over a long period, and 
then cut into blocks and used as a building material.  

At a Service of Thanksgiving more recently, the Quinns/
Butler Branch at Mindarie celebrated an Anniversary in a 
special way, admitting two new members and honouring 
the busy years in which they have been formed in this 
seaside town.  It was a good opportunity to hear more of 
the dedicated work of mission in the North-West.  This group’s sister branch is Dampier, a well-established port 
built for the export of iron-ore. Revd. Rob Healy spoke about the Mission to Seafarer’s work in that region.  

The North-West regions can be so isolated, but all have in their own way a rich and interesting history.  As 
the children of those ministering in the regions of the North West grow older, families as they might have to 
relocate for the sake of children’s education.  We remember the message we derive from Mary, described as 

God-bearer, and it is not difficult to make a connection: 
these bush ministers and their families are God-bearers too 
in their own way, bearing the Christian message to a distant 
and mostly isolated part of the country.  Rev’d Healy asks 
that we pray for this ministry. It is so important that all 
of us in MU, especially where we live in relative comfort 
in towns and cities, be God-bearers, too, and keep this 
ministry and these families in our prayers.  In doing so, we 
also raise our own awareness of this large country and bring 
into our consciousness this vital mission work.

God-bearers

NEwS FrOM wESTErN AUSTrAlIA By FAyE DAvIS
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Pause 4 Poetry

FOREVER DAYLIGHT
 

It has been a year since you left this world,
Yet your voice lingers on.
I can still hear you now,

Guiding me through my thoughts.

Up where you are it is forever daylight,
But where I am, the pallid sky is turning to grey.

I want to talk to you,
But you belong to another place.

Lo! I can still hear your words,
Yes, your presence is certainly felt!

Up where you are the sky is forever white,
But where I am, the sky is changing from pastels to 

ash.

I wonder what might have been,
I ache over what never was,

I ponder over what will never be forgotten.

Up where you are the light is forever bright,
Yet where I am, the sky has become a blank face.

Angela Morrissey

SEASONED

I saw you standing there
Your silhouetted branches ever finer
As they crowned the night sky

I thought you looked so beautiful
Though stripped of colour
Bare of leaves

Accepting loss so patiently
Seasoned to endure
As one who grieves.

Helen Morris 

LOYALTY

Elderly couple
support each other —
who is leading
and who is led?
Her firm grip on his arm
for guidance
or to restrain?
I sip coffee 
and watch them pass
I hope one of them
knows the way
to their destination

Susan Skowronski

HOPE 

Hope is a morning
shining with light,

the shimmer of stars
which gleam in the night.

Faith is believing
that someone up there
will always protect us,
keep us in his care.

Love is of giving
in so many ways
thinking of others
on all our days.

Mocco Wollert
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ReCiPes

Contributions to this page 
would be greatly appreciated.

Honey Mustard Chicken Salad

Ingredients

Dressing:
1 ½  tbsp EACH Dijon mustard honey, cider 
vinegar, olive oil 
¼ tsp salt, black pepper 
Salad:
1 chicken breast 
½ tbsp oil 
½ lettuce roughly chopped 
10 Cherry tomatoes 
6 Asparagus spears
½  half ripe avocado thinly sliced 
1 bacon rasher chopped & cooked 

Method

Place dressing in a jar and shake well.

Cut chicken in half horizontally, sprinkle 
with salt and pepper. Drizzle 2 tsp of the 
dressing over chicken.

Heat a non-stick pan over high heat. Add 
asparagus and cook for 3 min or until there 
are little black bits but still firm. Remove (it 
will continue cooking in residual heat).

Add oil to the skillet and cook the chicken 
about 2 min each side until cooked through. 
Transfer to a plate, cover loosely with foil 
and rest 5 min. Slice thickly.

Place lettuce in bowl, drizzle a bit of 
dressing over the lettuce and toss. Transfer 
to serving platter or divide between 
two plates. Top with cherry tomatoes, 
asparagus, avocado and chicken. Sprinkle 
with bacon, drizzle over remaining dressing.

Raspberry Coconut Biscuits

Ingredients

1 cup self-raising flour 
1 cup desiccated coconut 
2 tbs raspberry jam
1 cup sugar 
1 egg, lightly beaten 
125g butter, melted 

Method

Preheat oven to 180°C or 160°C fan-forced. 
Line two baking trays with baking paper and 
set aside.

In a bowl, sift the flour and stir in the coconut 
and sugar to combine.

Mix in the egg and then melted butter until all 
ingredients are moist. Swirl through the jam.

Roll tablespoon-sized balls of the mixture 
and place on baking tray, spaced well apart.

Bake for 12 mins. Remove from the oven 
and leave to cool on the baking tray for 5 
mins. Transfer to a wire rack to cool further.

EASY PEANUT BUTTER BISCUITS

Ingredients

1 cup peanut butter 
1 cup (225g) raw sugar 
1 egg

Method 

Preheat oven to 200°C (180°C fan-forced).

Beat all ingredients together to form a 
smooth paste. 

Form into small balls, heaped teaspoon size, 
and place onto an oven tray lined with baking 
paper. Press down gently with a fork.

Bake for 10 minutes. Cool slightly on the 
tray before transferring to a rack to cool 
completely.
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